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·71JeFightback:. 
Lothian-No to cuts! 
lothian Regional Councll's 
labour group re-affirmed on 
Tuesday [4 August] that they 
would make no cuts in jobs 
and services in their area. 

On 6 August, arm 
we go to press, the 
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TERROR ­
POLICING 

See page 3 

TOXTETH MURDER 

David Moo re lies dying in the streets of T oxteth shortly after 
being run down by a police vehicle. 
A national demonstration has been organised to protest at 
police activities in Merseyside on 15 August at 3pm assembling 
at Sefton Park, Liverpool. Labour movement support for this 
demonstration is essential. 

council face a dead­
line set by the Secre­
tary . of State for 
Scotland, George 
Younger, to come up 
with proposals for 
cuts. 

Railwaymen -No to low pay! See :~~,:cort 
H the council do not 

comply, Younger will 
carry out his threat to 
start starring the council 
of "rital funds for the 
region's senices. 

The Labour COUDCil­
lon ue lllftting Tory 

. j1ulior mi:Dister Rifkind 
. on 11uusday. 
-:.. They will speD out in 
'~rest detail the devasta­
-ting eousequenca of the 

-£47 million of cuts the 
govemment is demand­
ing, or of any lower figure 
CONTINUED ON 

BACK PAGE 

Railway workers are determined not to 
suffer tbe low pay and redundancies on 
'offer' from British Rail and the Tory 
go'fti'IIIDent. 

The executives of 
the two largest -ran By Martin Elvin 
unions, the National '-------­

1955, fighting not only 
for an 11% no strings pay 
deal, but against job 
losses. 

The railway workers 
must be supported by all 
trade unionists, espec­
ially the miners and steel 
workers involved in the 
triple alliance and other 
transport unions. 

To the disgust of many 
rank and me members, 
the railway clerical un­
ion, TSSA's leadership 
have suggested crossing 
the picket lines. Absolute 
unity m essential amongst 

all railway workers to win 
this demand. 

Productivity deals are 
on the cards which will 
mean huge job losses if 
implemented. 

Yet railway boss, Sir 
Peter Parker is being 
offered approximately 
£30,000 a year extra on 
top of his £48,000 salary, 
and is allowed to increase 
his private sector earn­
ings from £2,000 to 

Union of RailWay­
men [NUR] and- the 
drivers' union AS­
LE&F have recom­
mended national- ae.:. 
tion from 31 August. 

This would be the fint _ 
Dafional nil strike since No to redundancies 

between £10,000 and 
£15,000 a year! 

What extra producti­
vity or redundancies will 
we see from the British 
Rail Board? 

Full support must be 
forthcoming from all 
workers for this fight 
against the Tory govern­
ment. It must be made 
the start of a massive 
campaign to kick out 
Thatcher's crew and 
fight for a Labour 
government pledged to 
socialist policies. 
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Over the weekend, 
the official mouth­
piece of British capi­
talism, 'The Times', 
said with its usual 
foresight that there 
would be rain by 
Tuesday. 

Well, like its previous 
fairy tales about the 'Mili­
tant' the 'Times' got it 
wrong. It is Tuesday, the sun 
is still blazing on and the 
Reds at the LPYS Annual 
Summer Camp in Gloucest­
ershire are getting redder all 
the time. But despite the 
sun bum, the just under 600 
YS members at the camp 
are having a great time; just 
the tonic after the media's 
tortuous coverage of the 
Royal Wedding last week. 

But despite the tempta­
tion of sun bathing after the 
lousy summer we have had 
so far , all the political 
meetings and seminars here 
have been well attended. 

Best by far, amongst the 
earlier meetings of the week 
was on ''World crisis­
world struggle." 

Here, Tony Saunois, ex­
plained the crisis facing all 
three sections of the world­
Western Capitalism, the 
Stalinist states of the East, 
and the Third world. 

In the West, we see 
capitalism gripped by reces­
sion, with lOOJo unemploy­
ment even in the 'strong' 
capitalist giant of the USA, 
and riots were not only a 
symptom of a diseased 
capit~sm in Britain. Riot­
ing had taken place in the 
'stable' countries of Switzer­
land, West Germany and 
Holland. 

In the third world even 
the most basic right to live 
had been taken away. 
Whereas Britain spends 
£135 per head of population 
a year on health, the figure 
in Bangladesh was only 7p! 

And in the Stalinist states 
the crisis would soon affect 
the whole of the Eastern 
Bloc. Only last week, Kiev 
was hit by a strike of 
engineering workers. 

This debate gave the 
comrades present from Fra­
nce, Ireland. Sweden, Ger­
many, Turkey and Austria. 
a chance to explain the 
experiences and the prob­
lems they face in their· own 
countries . 

The French comrade 
from the steel town of 
Longwy' was cheered when 
he explained that despite 
the massive victor~· of the 
Socialist Party in the French 
elections. its gains would be 
lost unless it took up the 
demands raised b~· 'Mili­
tant' in the nationalisation 
of the 200 or so top multi­
nationals which control the 
French economy. This deb­
ate was also stimulated by 
the presence of 30 German 
Young Socialists who atten­
ded the camp for a day after 
staying in Birmingham. 

But its not all politics. 
Sport and social events are 
high on the agenda. As 
usual, the 'Otizens army' 
team, made up by the Irish 
comrades, are thrashing 
everyone at football. 

And there was "riotious 
behaviour" on the first 
weekend when the Irish folk 
band 'Crusheen ' had every­
one dancing and jigging 
with their excellent brand of 
reeis and Irish labour songs 
[much aided by the local 
brew of cider]. 

Just under 600 members of the Labour Party Young Socialists enjoy sun and 
political discussion at the LPYS Summer Camp. Fuller report next week. 

TORY DIVISIONS 
-WIDER STILL AND WIDER By Peter Davies 

In May 1979, the 
election of a Tory 
government commit­
ted to 'monetarist' 
economic policies 
was welcomed by big 
business and their 
stooges in Fleet 
Street. 

the harsh reality for indus­
try. All combine to make 
many Tories question their 
leaders' strategy. 

And of course, rioting 
returning to the streets of 
Britain , for the first time 
since the 1930s is another 
confirmation of the social 
consequences of this govern­
ment. 

Geoffrey Howe's pro­
nouncement that the reces­
sion has ended bought 
criticism from Lord Thor­
neycroft. and Francis Pym . 
Pym warned his own govern­
ment that "the British 
people will not be prepared 
for very much longer to 
tolerate the worst effects of 
the recession." Clearly, 
Thatcher and Howe are 
becoming increasingly isol­
ated in the Cabinet, with 
their demands for further 
cuts in public expenditure. 

As the 'Sunday Teleg­
raph' commented: "rarely 
can a Conservative Cabinet 
have been so divided, with a 
powerful section ill-conceal­
ing their doubts." Alan 
Watkins, the 'Observer's' 
political columnist , openly 
speculates about the Tories 
ditching Thatcher before 
the election. 

ing splits in the Tory Party 
even further. But not to do 
this means carrying on with 
only a minority of the 
Cabinet supporting key 
parts of her strategy. 

Here was a government, 
they thought, who would 
crush the unions, and cut all 
that 'wasteful' public expen­
diture (such as schools and 
hospitals). That would, they 
said, restore Britain to a 
profiteers' paradise. 

It's only two years ago, 
but such dreams seem to 
belong to a different epoch . 
Inflation is still in double 
figures, nearly three million 
are out of work, bankrupt­
cies and redundancies are 

The Tories' lost deposit at 
W arrington has made many 
Tories face electoral reality 
-with the possibility of the 
SDP taking many Tory votes 
at the next election. 

Thus, pressure has star­
ted from Tory 'Wets' and 
large sections of the press 
for a change in government 
policy, and possibly the 
ditching of Thatcher her­
self, whom many Tories now 
see as an appalling electoral 
liability. 

Losing 
confidence 

It appears that John 
Biffen and John Nott are 
also looking for a change in 
government policy. 

The CBI as well are losing 
confidence in the cabinet­
their economic survey shows 
redundancies continuing at 
40,000 a month until the 
Autumn, hardly in line with 
Geoffrey Howe's "the reces­
sion is now over" . 

A possibility open to Mrs 
Thatcher is to have a 
Cabinet reshuffle, and 'pur­
ge' the 'Wets'. To do this 
would be to risk losing some 
anti-monetarist Tory MPs 
to the SDP, and exacerbat-

CARDIFF SOUTH EAST- c 

A Travesty ol Democracy 
By Andrew 

Price 
(Cardiff SE 

Labour Party, 

personal capacity) 

At a recent meeting 
Cardiff South East 
CLP nominated Den­
is Healey for the 
position of deputy 
leader of the Party. 

without any explanation at all 
a piece of paper on which 
they had to write in the name 
of the candidate they sup­
ported for Party leader, 
deputy leader, and treasurer. 
At the meeting Lord Brooks, 
the CLP secretary and na-

Nothing suprising tional organiser for 
about that you might say 'Solidarity' explained that 
coming from one of the most this 'democratic' procedure 
right-wing CLPs in Britain. would allow everybody to 
But the way in which this have their say. Yes indeed! At 
decision was reached should · least one ballot paper went to 
be of concern to every activist somebody living outside the 
in the Party. . constituency! 

When GMC members · Brooks refused to give any 
received their notice of explanation as to how many 
meeting, they also received ballot papers had been sent 

out, how many had been sent 
back, and after the count no 
figures were giveri on the 
votes cast for each candidate . 
In addition Brooks was quite 
prepared to dish out ballot 
papers at the GMC meeting 
on request , so as far as the 
GMC knew nothing could 
have prevented a delegate 
posting his ballot paper in 
and then claiming another 
one at the meeting . 

During the protests that 
were going on about this ap­
palling travesty of the basic 
principles of electoral pro­
cedure one delegate asked 
Brooks if he would read out 

the letters that had been sent 
to each CLP from Tony Benn 
and John Silkin. Brooks 
replied that he had read the 
letters and they were rubbish 
so he had left them at home. 

Any active trade unionist 
would literally cringe at the 
idea of a secretary having the 
right to arbitrarily decide 
which correspondence should 
be reported to a meeting . 
There have already been 
disputes over correspon­
dence. Brooks left a YS 
resolution off the GMC agen­
da, claiming he had not 
received it , yet two YS 
members said they had taken 

In days gone by, Tories 
never conducted their batt­
les in public . But now with 
the pressure of a collapsing 
capitalist economy, the kni­
ves are out on both sides. 
One of the pre-conditions 
for revolution is s·plits and 
divisions in the ruling class. 

These latest battles and 
divisions within the ranks of 
the Tories, which in reality 
have existed since the elec­
tion of Thatcher in 1975, 
but are now coming to the 
surface as the brutal reality 
of monetarism is revealed, 
are of considerable signifi­
cance for the labour move­
ment. 

the trouble of personally 
delivering it to Brooks. -

The way in which Cardiff 
South East CLP is run has 
important lessons for the 
movement. Having been an 
active member or this party 
for over 10 years, I cannot 
recall many GMCs in the last 
few years where the sort of 
attacks one reads in the 'Dai­
ly Express' about the 
'Militant' and the left in 
general are not made . 

Practically always these at­
tacks are speaheaded by 
Brooks and local MP Jim 
Callaghan. They are sup­
ported by a small vociferous 
clique of right-wingers who 
resort to terrible personal 
abuse when their position is 
challenged. When you next 
hear Dennis Healey attacking 
the 'intolerance' of the left, 
remember that it is people 
like these who desperately 
want him to win . 



Toxteth 
The events in Toxteth on Tuesday 28 
July, were an explosion of anger over 
the massive policing of Toxteth and 
the savage tactics used to break up 
crowds of youth. 

After praising our "brave 
bobbies" the capitalist press 
have been forced to expose 
some of the worst- cases of 
brutality on Toxteth 's 
streets . The 'Sunday Times' 
spoke of ' 'deliberate and 
calculated police violence." 

On the very night that 
David Moore was brutally 
killed by a police landrover 
driven directly at crowds of 
people, Mick Btaney was 
also savagely attacked. 

Whilst he himself admits , 
fighti ng the police, he was 
slashed across the groin by a 
police officer with an 18 
inch Machete , yell ing " I'll 
make s ur~ you don't have 
any more li ttle bastards." 

The wound required six 
stitches in a two inch £ash 
which almost resulted- in 
Blaney being castrated . 

Not confining thei r at­
tacks to those who like 
Blaney, are more than able 
to defend themse1ves, the 
police ha ve extended their 
attention to babies and 
young gi rls . One 2 year old 
boy was beaten over the 
head by a riot baton. 

Other incidents reported 
in the 'S unda y Tim es ' 
confi rm the savage police 
attacks. One family were 
awakened by rioting, when a 
white youth came into their 
flat looking for somewhere 
to hide from the police. 
Minutes later, police offi­
cers were hammering at the 
door. When it was opened, 
five policemen burst in. 

Seeing a half-caste youth , 
dressed only in underpants, 
who had not been involved 
in the riots, they shouted: 
"Hey you , you black bast­
ard, we'll have you. " He was 
dragged out of the house, 
and thrown into a pol ice van 
where he was kicked and 
punched . 

He described his treat­
ment: "They grabbed me by 
the balls and by the hair and 
the pain was terrible . I 
screamed but did not re­
sist. " He was charged with 
threatening behs.viour. 

Another arrest was de­
scribed: "There was a 
police van. Three police offi­
cers were on the roof 

By 
Jimmy Hollinshead 

holding a black Rastafarian 
boy in the air . One officer 
was holding his hair , the 
others had a hand each. 
They had hung him down 
the side of the van. There 
were four policemen kicking 
him in the legs and body, his 
fee t were suspended off the 
ground .. . Even now I can't 
believe what I saw_" 

To describe the thousands 
strong police presence 01~ 
the streets of Toxteth as an 
"army of occupation" is not 
to use an emotional phras.c , 
bur to state the facts . 

Howard Park er. a Liver­
poollJni\·ersity lecturer and 
author of a study of 
relat ions between poli ce and 
yout h on \ lerseys ide, com­
mented: "Last week they 
(the police) were ins tinctiv­
ely out for revenge." 

The Liverpool 8 Defence 
Committee, backed by Liv­
erpool Dist ri ct Labour Parry 
and Trades Council , togeth­
er wit h the Labour Party 
Young Social ists have ca lled 
for a nat ional demonstrat­
ion on August 15 th around 
the ca ll for the sacking of 
Merseyside Poli ce Chief, 
Ken Oxford, and democrat­
ic control of the police. 
The brutal killing of David 
Moore he described as " a 
peripheral problem." 

The sac k ing of Ken 
Oxford in isolation would 
solve nothing. His replace­
men t would probably be as 
bad or worse. The labour 
movement must lead the 
struggle for democratic con­
taL of the pol ice and 
accountability to the tabour 
and trade union movement 
and the local community 
through their elected repre­
sentatives. 

This demonstration must 
be seen by the movement as 
part and parcel of the fight 
against the Tories and their 
monetarist policies. 

The repressive measures 

Brixton 
Resolution 
This eucutive believes: 

1. The police who carried out 
the 1'11id, the offkers who 
ordered it, ud the Magistnte 
wllo issued the search war­
rut, should be aamed ud 
suspended pending a Labour 
movement inquiry. 
1. Full compensation should 
be granted without delay to 
aD the victims of the raids. 

The labour movement 
must oppose police harass­
meat , tbe use of CS gas, 
water-cumon, u d rubber 
bullets, ud campaign against 
repressive laws. 

"This Executive deplores the 
vicio us police raids on homes 
ud shops in Railtou Road, 
Brlxton, in the early boors of 
July 15th. 

Hundreds of police cor­
doned off the immediate area 
and intimidated lo c al 
residents. Police axed down 
doors (some of which were 
uulocked) smashed TV sets 
ud hi·fi equipment , broke 
windows ud furniture, ud 
even damaged a lavetory and 
water pipes, in the raid 
(which was supposedly in 
se a rc h o f pe t rol bomb 
stores). 

that are being introduced 
are not merely for use 
against the you th a nd 
workers of the inner cities," 
but \I ill be used in the future 
a£ai nst the tabour move­
~ent mobilised around a 
socialist programme. 

The movemen t as a whole 
must mobi lise for the dem­
onstrati on, widening out the 
issues from those of police 
ha rassment and the sacking 
of Ken Oxford . 

The events in Toxteth and 
elsewhere will be repeated 
again and agai n, regardless 
of police presence unless the 
root casues of the anger of 
the youth are rooted out. 

The rioting has returned 
in the areas of chronic 
unemployment and terrible 
housing. These are the 
social conditions which led 
to the riots . The Tories and 
their Liberal allies are the 
real criminals . They have 
condemned working class 
youth to mass unemploy­
ment , deprivation and des­
pair. 

The power of the labour 
and trade union movement 
must be mobilised to throw 
out the Tories and replace 
them with a Labour govern­
ment committed to socialist 
policies as the only guaran­
tee against future riots. 

• > 
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Brixton 
The executive of the Greater l.ondon 
labour Party unanimously endorsed a 
resolution condemning the police raid 
in Brixton on July 15th {see insert]. 

The Labour Committee 
for Defence of Brixton is 
urging all labour movement 
bodies to pass similar reso­
lutions. It explains in a 
leaflet widely circulating in 
the area: 

"The brutal raid on the 
eleven homes in Railton 
Road resulted in the 
destruction o f property, 
brutal treatment o f the oc­
cupants and the terrorisa-
tion of the. whole area. Yet 
where we re t he sanc­
timonious denounciations of 
' blood and violence' from 
the gutter press? 

''Even in police terms the 
operation was a 'failure'. 
I 00 o fficers were- issued 
with search warrants under­
th e I972 Drugs A c t, 
although it was claimed 
they were looking for petrol 
bombs! Not one petrol 
bomb was foun d and just 
six arrests were made- al l 
in one house- fo r minor 
drug offences and one for 
obstruction. 

"There is no excuse for 
such atrocious behaviour by 
the police. They set dogs 
on people, hurled racial 
abuse and threw a 5-month 
old baby out of a bed. They 
smashed a guitar, ripped up 
carpets and floor boards , 
slashed beds open and tore 
clothes to shreds. 

' 'These partirularlyvicious 
raids came j ust three days 
after the major explosion in 
the area a nd in the 
street - R ail ton 
Road- where tension bet­
ween police and the 
local population is always at 
its highest. It was a real pro­
vocation. 

"The following night bar­
ricades of burning cars were 
set up as a direct response to 
the raids. The police moved 
in, arrests were made, in­
cluding a local councillor 
and his wife-a community 
worker and member of the 
Labour Committee for the 
Defence of Brixton. 

"An even bigger explosion 
could have followed had it 
not been for the wide 
publicity given to the nature 
o f the raids and the 
possibility of a public out­
c r y a g ains t fu r th er 

Labour 
Committee 

Send us donations, reso­
lutions, requests for spea­
kers, information , etc. to: 
LCDB c/ o RM Boyle, 167 
Rai lton Road, London 
SE24. 

repressive measures. Other­
wise this would have proc 
vided the police and the 
Tories with a chance to try 
out new weaponry- plastic 
b ul le ts , water can- · 
non . .. even more troops. 

"This would nqt have been 
the fi rst time Brixton had 
been used for police ex­
periments in milit ary-style 
con t ro l over civ i l ian 
populations. l r was the fi rst 
place to experience, in I 978, 
a full -scale stop and search 
operation conducted by a 
spe c ia lly t ra in ed and 
separat e force- the Special 
Patrol Group . After the 
events of April lOth and 
11th this year, the whole 
area was cordoned off and 
put under surveillance on a 
massive scale. 

No one is against the 
prevention and detection of 
crime- that is the legitimate 
function of th e police. 
But the systematic harass­
ment of a whole community 
cannot be condoned. The 
police must be made acco­
untable to the community 
and its elected representa­
tives. The labour Commit­
tee for the Defence of 
Brixton therefore fuUy sup­
ports the GLC's new police 
committee in its· efforts to 
remove control of London 's 
police force from the Home 
Secretary. 

The Labour Committee 
for the Defence of Brixton 
has also campaigned ener­
getically for the withdrawal 
of the massive police pres­
ence in the area, for the 
disbandment of the SPG 
and for a united struggle to 
bring about lasting changes 
in social conditions in the 
area. 

We have been assisting 

defendants, raJSJng funds 
and trying to monitor the 
level of policing-meeting 
every week for the past 3 
months . We have no confi­
dence that -the proposed 
police inquiry into the 
Railton Road events will 
come up with a satisfactory 
solution. Nor did we have 
any faith in the outcome of 
the official inquiry set up to 
examine the April uphea­
vals, presided over by a 
"Law Lord" . Evidence given 
to Scarman was proving 
harmful to defendants , who 
attempted to get proceed­
ings stopped . 

But on the day Lord 
Scarman fi nished sitting in 
the Town Hall , and a couple 
of days after the MP John 
Fraser has asked Scarman 
to investigate allegations of 
police involvement in drli2:S 
rackets in the Railton R~d 
area , it seemed as if the boot 
was being put in. 
Man y brutal and arbitrary 
arrests have been made. In 
some cases innocent bystan­
ders were being taken ·in as 
if the new Riot Act had 
already been passed! Enor­
mous pressure was bei ng 
brought to bear to get pleas 
of 'guilty' . Bait was being 
refused and parents not 
all owed access to t he ir 
ch ildren. 

Many defendants have 
not had solicitors to help 
them- a basic right under 
the taw, and large numbers 
have been charged under 
the Public Order Act which 
means no recourse to a jury. 
The "summary courts" de~ 
manded by the right-wing in 
the Tory Party have virtually 
been operating! Some kids 
have been sentenced to 6 
months for just shouting! 
The labour movement must 
protest at this rough 'just­
ice'. 

This kind of terror polic­
ing must cease! Active 
members of the labour 
movement know they, too, 
could well become the 
victims of similar raids, and 
vicious sentences." . 

The labour movement 
must take up this issue. 
Already, the Joint shop 
Stewards Committee at Cow 
Industrial Polymers and the 
Croydon branch of the 
G&MWU have passed sim­
ilar resolutions to the policy 
adopted by the G LLP 
Executive . 
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BOYCOTT REFERENDUM ! FIGHT THE TORIES! 
Michael Heseltine has threat­
ened 'rebel' Labour councils 
that he might use the weapon 
of referendum to push thro­
ugh savage cuts in local auth­
ority spending. 

Few people would 
have guessed such a 
referendum would be 
initiated by a Labour 
council. · 

But this is exactly what 
the right wing controlled 
Coventry Labour council 
has done . On 27 August, 
working people in Coventry 
will be asked: 'Do you want 
rate rises, or do you want 
cuts in services?-and will 
be offered no alternative . 

Such a 'choice', is no 
choice and places the credi­
bility of Coventry's labour 
movement in the hands of 
the Tory media such as the 
local 'Evening Telegraph'. 

District Labour Party 
policy stands for opposition 
to both cuts in jobs and 
services and to rate rises. It 
calls for a campaign within 
the labour movement to 
fight the Tory attacks. 

In response to the refer­
endum, the recently formed 
'Coventry Labour Left' met 
last Sunday, determined to 
campaign in the Coventry 
labour movement on party 
policy and to let the people 
of Coventry know that the 
Labour Party they elected is 
still fighting for their inter­
ests. 

Supday's meeting decided 
to campaign for a boywtt of 
the referendum . A city-wide 
leaflet will put forward the 
District Labour Party policy. 

It calls on all unions, 
tenants associations, Con­
stituency parties and wards 
to support the campaign. 
An ad hoc committee repre­
senting the left in each of 
the city's Constituency par­
ties and the 12 'rebel' 
councillors has been formed 
to help organise the cam­
paign. 

It is hoped that many 
branches in public sector 
unions and Constituency 
parties will also support this 
campaign to protect jobs 
and services. 

The announcement of the 
referendum without any 
notification, let alone con­
sultation is only the latest in 
a long line of manoeuvres 
and snubs by the Labour 
Group towards local parties 
and public sector unions. 

Party policy has been 
continually sabotaged by the 
majority Labour group. So 
much so that 12 Labour 
councillors who upheld that 
policy were expelled from 
the Labour group. 

The referendum is essen­
tially seen as a back door 
implementation of Tory 
cuts. Over the last months 
the Labour group has been 
discussing massive cuts as 
their response to Heseltine's 
latest attacks. The District 
Party had reaffirmed its 

. By Eddie 
Doveton 

(Ad Hoc Committee 
and Coventry SW 

Labour Party) 

opposition to cuts and once 
agaia called for a campaign. 

The Labour group's 
answer was to ignore this 
and call the referendum. 
The referendum (estimated 
cost £88 ,000-which would 
buy a lot of school meals 
and save over 20 public 
sector jobs), is being eagerly 
watched by the national 
press who see Coventry as a 
testing ground for another 
weapon to force cuts on 
working people. 

It is thus doubly criminal 
that such a measure has 
been initiated by a Labour 
council. 

The right wing mandarins 
of the Laboor group clearly 
calculate as indeed Hesel­
tine and Thatcher had that 
a referendum posing either 
cuts in services-which may 
or may not directly affect 
the individual, is a sure 
winner against rate rises 
where a cut in living 
standards can be immedi­
ately directly calculated . 

In the absence of a viable 
alternative, of opposition 
from the labour movement, 
a referendum is a means to 
legitimise cuts and run 
down jobs in the public 
sector. 

That cuts also mean job 
losses highlights the crucial 
importance of support and 
involvement of public sector 
unions. The ad hoc com­
mittee will . be contacting 
local branches and work 
places to hold meetings with 
Labour left speakers with 
Labour Party policy and 
asking for both material and 
financial aid. 

Support by these workers 
will determine the extent to 
which the campaign will be 
successful. 

Coventry District Labour 
Party again meets next week 
when attempts will be made 
to halt the referendum 
:l.ltogether. Even if such a 
referendum is adopted by 
the party the Labour group 
may again ignore its decis­
ion. 

If this is the case, the 
campaign intiated by the 
Coventry Laboor left will be 
vital. 

Protest in Solihull against cuts last February. Coventry's Labour council msut not be allowed to introduce cuts by the back door 

STREET CORNER 
SOCIALISM-
Glasgow·---
By Ian O'Hara 

On Saturday 25 July 
around fifty mem­
bers of local Labour 
Party Young Social­
ist branches; took 
over the centie of 
Argyll Street in Glas­
gow, the main shop­
ping precinct, to hold 
a very successful 
street meeting. 

A leaflet was drawn up for 
the event, and placards were 
put up around tbe shopping 
area. 

A bookstall was set up 
and tben various YS speak­
ers used megaphones to 
outline tbe programme of 
tbe Young Socialists, our 
attitude towards YOPs, yo­
uth unemployment, tbe riots 
and tbe Royal Wedding 
scandal. Many young people 
stopped to listen to our 
ideas. 

Tbatcber herself turned 
up [well, one YS member 
dressed in similar attire!] 
and tried to justify wby tbe 
Tories bad put millions on 
tbe dole and were murder­
ing tbe future for youth in 
Strathclyde. 

Tbe event was important 

due to tbe need to explain 
our views on tbe recent riots 
wbicb tbe Tories and liber­
als blamed on "greedy 
youth" and "political agitat­
ors". 

There was mucb symp­
athy for our ideas in 
general, for example one old 
lady I talked to complained 
about bow tbe Tories bad 
conned people i~to voting 
for tbem witb false promi­
ses. 

Tbe success of tbe event 
was evident from tbe sales of 
'Militant' and 'Socialist Yo­
uth'. 128 papers were sold, 
while 25-30 names were 
collected for tbe LPYS. 

All areas should attempt 
to "go public" witb tbe use 
of street meetings to attract 
new members and get tbe 
ideas of socialism acrosss to 
tbe youth. 

Blyth 
Over the last couple 
of months Blyth and 
Cramlington sold 
papers, given out 
leaflets · plus general 
recruitment activities 
in Blyth market place 

on Saturday morn­
ing. 

The response has grown 
to about 20 papers being 
sold each Saturday, many 
regulars . Where previously 
many people would have 
ignored us, now people take 
our politics seriously, and 
from time to time stop for a 
chat. 

The key to success is 
consistentcy linked with a 
thoroughly outgoing atti­
tude . Last Saturday for 
instance apart from selling 
16 Militants, a dozen 'Not 
Wanted' posters and num­
erous stickers we were 
involved in a couple of very 
lively arguments . 

In both cases quite a 
crowd began to congregate 
around us with the vast 
majority supporting the 
arguments put by the LPYS. 

The second person raised 
the argument of the unem­
ployed being there by 
choice . But this age old 
garbage pushed by Thatcher 
& Co received no agreement 
from the crowd . 

In fact one passer-by, 
hearing these comments, 
approached me pointing out 
that there was probably 
some four million unem­
ployed taking into account 
many who aren't registered 
and then promptly bought a 
Militant. 

We brolce for lunch and 
on oor way to the pub recei­
ved a visit from the local 
police. One of the characters 

we had been arguing with 
earlier, failing to win any of 
his arguments, had placed a 
complaint with the police 
hoping to get us moved on. 

The boys in blue in true 
democratic style informed 
us that we were breaking the 
law in causing an obstruc­
tion and would have to move 
on. 

After a brief lunch we 
decided the only solution 
would be to go back into the 
Market Place in tbe after­
noon. Within half an hour 
we received another visit 
from two special constables . 
This time the police preferr­
ed the undercover approach 
rather than direct confron­
tation . 

Walking past us, they 
stood behind a bush some 
20 yards away. This caused 
great amusement to us all 
and of course we carried on 
selling papers and discuss­
ing with the shoppers . 

We presume that they saw 
this situation as a potential 
riot but were soon disap­
pointed and disappeared 
out of sight. It will be 
instructive to see the police 
response when we start 
holding street meetings. 

By Peter Marsden 
(Secretary, Blyth LPYS) 



Members of the Labour Party in constituenc!es 
with right-wing Labour MPs may have thought tliat 
their representatives were no longer capable of 
getting angry. After all with three million on the 
dole, their attacks on the Tory government seem 
rather muted. Don't worry, they can still get 
absolutely furious. 

At a recent weekly meeting of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party, Ron Hayward, General Secretary of 
the Labour Party, proposed that the levy paid by 
Labour MPs to the Party should be raised from £50 
to £65 a year. MPs earn just under £14,000 a year 
and owe their places to the hard work done by 
Labour Party members. -

According to Tribune though, many MPs don't 
see it like that. There were howls of rage and one 
MP fulminated against giving money to "subsidise 
militants and extremists". Perhaps, having got 
their adrenalin going at the thought of their money 
going to the Labour Party, we might get a bit more 
action against unemployment, local government 
cuts etc. Perhaps. 

• The England cricket team's two last minute Test 
wins have clearly only come just in time to save the 
moral fibre of the nation, now the Wedding is over. 
At the beginning of the cricket season, a 
correspondent to the 'Times' saw dreadful omens 
when cricketers left the field because of the cold 
weather. 

He wrote "It would not have done for Fred 
Lillywhite's England team who in 1859 shrugged 
off the intervention of a snow storm to go on and 
beat a whole 22 of the United States and Canada at 
Rochester NY, despite having to wear greatcoats, 
mufflers and gloves to do so. No wonder", the 
correspondent writes, "we cannot beat the West 
Indies when moral fibre is so lacking." 

Watch the Letters Page of the 'Times' for letters 
proving that after Both~m, British capitalism can 
now reconquer the Empire, get the first man on 
Mars-and keep the working class in its pla<:_e· 

• The BBC prides itself on "political balance". This 
means for instance that equal weight is supposed to 
be given to both Tory and Labour viewpoints on 
radio and television. What kind of 'Labour' 
viewpoint is pushed is of course a different matter. 
Tony Benn and even more the 'Militant' have come 
not to expect fair dealing from the BBC. 

Recent events show in what direction their 
'balance' is weighted. BBC director general Sir 
Ian Trethowan has vetoed the possible choice of 
anti-nuclear weapons campaigner Professor EP 
Thompson, orie of the most respected historians in 
tbe count_ry to give the J!restigious Dimbleby 
Lectures this year. Suggested replacements ·were 
weU known thinkers Edward Heath, a Tory 
ex-Prime Minister and Lord Dacre [just a Tory, 
weU dash it, isn't that enough?]. 

Now the Tory chairman of the BBC George 
Howard has been joined by ex-'Times' editor and 
failed Tory candidate, William Rees Mogg as 
vice-chairman. The BBC hierarchy deny political 
motives. Thompson just wasn't "the right kind of 
person" and only a very left kind of person would 
insinuate that having two Tories at the top of the 
BBC was in any way unbalanced. 

• The 'Sunday Telegraph' reported [2 August] on an 
American TV programme on the morning of That 
Wedding. Between fawning over royalty and 
rejoicing over the end of the baseball strike, they 
interviewed a certain David Owen, Social 
Democrat. 

"I don't claim to have been a brilliant Foreign 
Secretary" said the erstwhile friend of the Shah of 
Iran. He didn't claim to have an answer to tbe dole 
queues either. Even under a Social Democratic 
govermnent, "unemployment would still be about 
two million." You won't liear Dr Owen making 
admissions like that on the BBC. 
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When they read 
By 

Margaret Creear 
(Heywood and Royton 

Labour Party) 

With the possibility 
of the Riot Act being 
resurrected, a local 
paper in Oldham 
dug up some ex­
amples of its use in 
the past. 

As the writer says "the 
similarities between the 
summer of 1842 and what is 
happening now is striking." 

Accounts of the time 
describe how "the popula­
tion of the manufacturing 
districts was in an extremely 
excited state owing to th.e. 
occurence of another period 
of commercial embarrass­
ment and to the widely ex­
tended prevalence of ultra­
radical principles.'.' 

"The state of a large 
body of the working classes 
of Oldham at this time was 
heart rending . Groups of 
idlers stood on the streets, 
their faces haggard with 
famine .. . . Each man had his 
own tale of sorrow to tell, 
complicated details of 
misery and suffering. "We 
want not charity but 
employment" was their 
universal declaration." 

Those still in work were 
suffering declining living 
standards as wages were cut 
and the price of bread rose. 

On 11 July a mass 
meeting took place and a 
strike of spinners and 
weavers was called around 
the slogan "A fair days pay 
for a fmr days work" 

the Riot Act' 
The next day the 

magistrates called in the ar­
my on the grounds that the 
mass meeting had actually 
been a procession (there 
were dark hints of 'outside 
agitators') and that many 
had been armed with "of­
fensive weapons". 

The strike went on for 
weeks whilst the army strut-

life imprisonment or 
transportation. That togeth-

' er with starvation and the 
threat of troops being used 
against pickets, broke the ' 
strike. There were no 
Wakes holidays that year 
and hundreds were victimis-

' ed. 
No doubt it's such stru_g­

gles which are at the 

movement a hundred times 
stronger and able, with 
firm action, to stop such an 
act coming on the statute 
books. 

But even in those days 
repression never succeeded 
in crushing the working 
Class. The workers who 
lost this particular fight 
went on to build their trade 
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ted around the town. On 
24 August a mass picket was 
held at the Albion and 
Greenville mills to prevent 
scab labour going in. 

The Riot Act was read, 
threatening the strikers with 

forefront of the Tories' 
minds when they raise the 
possibiliy of a new Riot Act 
as part of their answer to 
another period of "com­
mercial embarrassment". 

Today they face a labour 

union organisations and to 
be active in the creation of 
the trades councils. 

As the local paper put it 
"authority had won-until 
the :-~ext time." 

... ... COURT 
CIRCULAR f...l_ 

By Beatrice Windsor 

"Yet there in a glass 
coach, the product of 
precisely such a background 
and school career was t:.k­
ing a delighted nation by 
storm.'' 

Well, first of all 
sorry about the 
absence of the court 
circular last week. I 
was so overcome 
with emotion I 
couldn't put pen to 
paper. 

But I've calmed down 
now so let's see if I can 
answer some of the 
nonsense and lies put out by 
you Trots . 

It's painful to have to 
bother-in the good old 
days one could just tell the 
plebs to l;>ow and scrape to 
the monarchy and that was 
that. These days we have to 
excuse it, as if their was 
something wrong with in­
heriting wealth and power! 
"It's good for the country , 
brings in all that tourist 
money"; all that rot we 
have to come out with. 

So here goes. Well, to be 
honest the Wedding did 
cost a few bob. When I said 
it brings in tourist money, 
this wasn't actually the case 
for St Paul's. Having it shut 
to the public for three days 
meant it lost £12,500. 

Then there was security. 
This cost £300,000-but 
since we lost the Empire the 
Armed Forces have to prac­
tice doing something. Dash 
it, Northern Ireland's ex­
pensive too, you know. 
· Oh yes, the honeymoon. 

I know it's costing half a 
million, but try to think of 
it as building Britain's 
prestige in the world's eyes, 
and strengthening the na­
tion's diplomatic ties. Why, 
look at Spain. 

And anyway, it meant we 
had to tidy London up a 
bit-we spent £50,000 
sprucing up the City . -Not 
that Hackney or Deptford 
saw much of that, but they 
won't miss what they've 
never had, and no tourist 
would be seen dead there 
anyway! 

And we brought work to 
the naval dockyard in 
Chatham. Not actually 
shipbuilding, just baking 
the wedding cake, at a cost 
of £10,000. But the naval 
dock workers must unders­
tand these are changing 
times. Boiler-makers and 
riggers must realise there's a 
future for them in pastry 
making. 

And please don't start 
whining that you, the tax­
payer, have to pay for all 
this. Think of it as an in­
vestment. 

You're always complain­
ing about lack of invest­
ment. Look how much 
money it'sbrought in to the 
country. 

When I say 'the country' 
I mean the pockets of the 
rich. You taxpayers won't 

· see a penny of it, directly, 
but it will trickle down in 

new jobs, maybe. One day. 
Before, I said the Wed­

ding would bring in over 
£400 million in trade and 
tourism. It now seems it will 
only be £200 million. I can't _ 
understand why patriotism 
should suffer just because 
of a recession. Still, £200 
million is still a pretty penny 
which should prove the 
point about the Royals be­
ing good for Britain. 

I say 'should', because 
that damned roundhead 
Willie Hamilton has opened 
his trap. The wretched per­
son complained that by giv­
ing the lower orders a day 
off to celebrate, it cost us 
about £800 million in lost 
production! 

In reality '.the country' 
didn't make a bloody penny 
out of the Wedding! But for • 
God's sake don't tell the 
plebs that . 

Mind you, our chaps in 
Fleet Street did an excellent 
job in leaving the masses in 
a state of shell shock, with 
its perpetual barrage of 
Royal Wedding trivia. 

The 'Economist' (August 
7) observed our press's 
desired effect: ''.... most 
Britons wou\~ still 
democratically a~me it is 
normal to scoff at old earls 
sitting on ancient acres and 
sending their daughters ··to 
) aung ladies' schools that 
do not stretch students up 
to even 0-level status . 

Also that the "humble 
people whose Wednesday 
Wedding vigil showed again 
that 'so long as the human 
heart is strong and the 
human reason weak, royal­
ty will be strong because it 
appeals to diffused feeling, 
and republics weak because 
they appeal to the under­
standing.' " 

So you see. You reds 
must see the logic of it. 
Keep up a daily diet of in­
tense media coverage, and 
give the plebs a day off 
from their dreary lives . 

Hold a glorious spectacle 
in these days of doom and 
gloom at the height of the 
tourist season (though that 
was a bit of a washout) 
it's in the school hols, you 
can keep the pubs open all 
day . 

You see, you're on to a 
winner. And of course it all 
keeps the mob's mind off 
such nastiness as mass 
unemployment or peopie 
getting killed by the police. 

But having said all this, I 
was most put out by the at­
titude of the Royals to the 
present I sent them. It was a 
basalt bust of the Chosen 
One made by Wedgewood, 
costing £2,000. But they 
sent it back. Said it remind­
ed them of that awful man 
Benn. 
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National protest by job scheme youth, April '81 in London 
Photo: John Woulfe 

"Money I can't give a 
teenager. A start in 
life I can.,;-

That is how the ba;s of 
'Autoline' justified the 
Youth Opportunities Pro­
gra.Jl)me, in a national adver­
tising campaign. 

Carrying coffins and clean­
ing the hearse is the start 
given to John Knowles-for 
a princely sum of £23.50 a 
week. The firm that 
employed him, along with 
another YOP worker, has 
just made two full time 
workers redundant! 

Why bother paying full­
timers, when you can get 
YOP workers paid for by the 
government. 

A recent 'Newsnight' 
television programme expos­
ed the exploitation of YOPs 
when interviewing the funeral 
parlour manager:-
"Two full time staff have 
been sacked and you have 
taken on one or possibly two 
YOPs .. . . " 

"Oh that's different alto­
gether! The sacked workers 

By Peter Mumford 
(Erith and Crayford 

LPYS) 

were a different situation 
completely!" 
"They were made redundant 
though?" 

'""Yes, 
"Because of the recession?" 

""Yes, 
"An(l because of the reces­
sion you have__got an extra 
pair of hands?" 

""Yes, 
"Which you don't pay for" 

"No wedon't ... but it gives 
the boy a chance to witness a 
work experience pro­
gramme." 

Over half the schemes in­
vestigated by the programme 
showed abuse by the bosses. 
A farmer employed both his 
sons on work experience pro­
grammes! 

In a hairdressing salon, 
seven 'trainees' had been 
taken on, mainly washing 
hair and sweeping the floor. 
After their six month course 

Much of the work is no 
better than breaking rocks 
either: counting lamposts, 
cleaning beaches, or spending 
all day stacking shelves in a 
supermarket. 

This year four out of every 
five 'trained' on YOPs will 
return straight to the dole 
after their six month stint. 

The Manpower Services 
Commission has had to stop 
some schemes run by Tesco 
and the Co-op. In the 
Midlands alone 100 firms 
have been ejected for using it 
as cheap labour. 

This is the scheme Prior 
wants to extend! The bosses' 
appetite has been whetted, 
and they want more! 

Real apprenticeships are 
almost non-existant. 'The 
Sunday Times' _recently 

all were thrown back onto the reported intake of appren­
dole. ticeships has dropped by 250Jo 

YOPs means cheap labour on last year's meagre figures. 
for the bosses, and lower The Labour Party Young 
unemployment figures for the Socialists say one million 
Tory government. Already youth on the dole is lunacy. 
305,000 are on government Enormous potential is being 
training schemes, not record- wasted-youth are being 
ed as unemployed. thrown on the scrapheap at 

Thousands more will be sixteen, when there is a 
joining the dole queue over desperate need for new 
the summer, although school houses, hospitals, schools 
leavers cannot claim benefit and leisure facilities. 
till September! Including Every youth should be en­
these, even official figures titled to decent training. We 
would make it over three and say YOPs should be extended 
a half million without work. into a useful programme of 

Now James Prior, mis- public works, with a 
named Employment minister, guaranteed job for every 
is planning to extend the schoolleaver, to help mop up 
scheme. Not satisfied with us- unemployment and create 
ing over 300,000 youth as necessary services. 
cheap labour for the parasites All trainees shoold be gi'Yell 
who have destroyed 1 Y4 full trade union rights and 
million jobs in twelve mon- rates of pay. 
ths, he is now proposing to As long as society is run for 
create another 100,000 plus profit, youth will be seen as 
places by Christmas. cheap. la~ur and a source of 
Prior's new plan is to make~expl01tation for the bosses. 
all 16 year old schooHeavers Only if we sweep aside this 
do one ye;ll' s cheap labour. It decaying- system will we 
used to ·be convicts who were guarantee decent jobs, rates 
sent~cicr to hard labour! _. of pay and training for all. 

-

LPYS takes 
up fight 

In tbe Nortb of- England 
NUPE, tbe public employ­
ees' union, is calling a 24-
hour Day of Action Ol'er 

YOP wages and conditions 
in their district. 

The action 011 2S August 
has the fuU backiDg of the 
lJaboor Puty y CIU.1Ig Social­
-ists, who hal'e already pro­
duced a leaJiet calliDg fcJr -
support [see belowj. 

1be LPYS are calliDg OD 

unioas around the COBDtry 
to cqauise similar protests. 

OD 28 August e1a'Y area 
sbould take protest adioa. 
The LPYS mast be to the 
fen arguiq fcJr tile orgui­
satioo of~. 
pickets and nllies. 

In eadt tOWR tile LPYS 
braach will caD IIKdinp to 
try aad get YOP'sters tocedt­
er to discuss the stn1a1e fcJr 
deceat wqes ud caadit-
iom. NUPE 1un<e bdomted 
aD their dimict ollicers .... 
the LPYS is prepared to 
llelp the IIJiiomsatial of 
YOP'sters-so tltere aast be 
DO delay. 

are already organised into 
trade unions. 

The unions hal'e been 
visited in Inerpool and are 
likely to back the LPYS call 
fcir strike action in the area. 
The LPYS haft organised 
three meetings and are 
working with tbe T&GWU 
ofliciU to step up the YOP 
movement, around tbe 
demaDds for:-
* FaD trade DDioa rigllts 
aad rates of pay OD YOPS 
* Ffte traw.l to 1ftllk fcJr 
YOPS . * Expalld YOPS brto a 
IIUISSift scheme of asdul 
public: works ..... tnlde 
llllioa CGatrol 
* A gunateed job fcJr aD 
tniaees 
* Build support fcJr Aapst 
28da 

Almuly the LPYS in BuD The LPYS YOPS 
hal'e ~ a public: Day of Action is 
meeting spouored by the available at £2.50 per 
T&GWU & NUPE, ~ thousand {plUs pos­
unioo and LPYS speakers. tage] L- ·A Be 
The Northern Regioa LPYS uum • van, 
brancbes are ftming YOP. 150 W alworth Road, 
scbemes and working with London SE17. 
some of the YOPsters who 

IRISH COALITION BARES 
On 21 July the new 
coalition govern­
ment in the south of 
Ireland introduced a 
savage budget. 

At a stroke it will 
reduce by ten per 
cent, the living stan· 
dards of the average 
working class fami­
ly. 

Transport goes up by 
250Jo, postal charges by 
200Jo, electricity by at least 
120Jo. Petrol goes up by thir­
teen pence a gallon. 

Value Added Tax, paid 
on most goods except food, 
goes up from lOOJe to 15'7o. 
A day later it was announc­
ed that mortgage subsidies 
would be removed, increas­
ing a"Verage monthly re­
payments by £20. 

Current public expen­
diture is to be cut by £148 
million in 1981. This, with 
other expenditure cuts, will 
have a devastating effect on 
what is still a small 
economy. 

No capital taxation was 
introduced in the budget: 
only £S million is to be rais-

By J oe Higgins 
(Irish Labour Party, 

Administrative Council) 

ed this year in a special 
levy on the banks. This has 
delighted the bankers, 
whose shares rose im­
mediately on the stock ex­
change. 

Had the levy been applied 
even at the rate imposed by 
Thatcher on the British 
banks, the amount raised 
would have been £38 

- million. 
This budget has quickly 

revealed .the nature of the 
new coalition government. 
The tragedy is that four 
Labour ministers sit in the 
cabinet with Fme Gad, a 
party fmanced and sup­
ported by big business. 

At the behest of its 
leaders, the Labour Party 
decided by a 3 to 2 vote to 
enter coalition, at the 
special Party conference on 
28 June. This leaves the se­
cond capitalist Party, Ftan­
na Fail, to masquerade as 
the opposition. 

At that conference, warn­
ings were given, noteably by 

the Marxist wing of the Par­
ty, that being part of a big 
business-dominated govern­
ment would inevitably make 
Labour an accomplice in 
viciously attacking worlting 
class living standards. These 
warnings have been 
dramatically vindicated less 
than one month later. 

The measures in the 
budget have bj:en- demand­
ed by ·· the·: leading 
spokespeople of Irish 
capitalism for several mon­
ths. 

The government owes 
equivalent to 95'7o of the 
gross national product for 
one year, to foreign and 
domestic fmanciers. The at­
tempt to push the effects of 
recession into the future by 
massive borrowing has 
finally re-bounded. 

The Fme Gael fmance 
minister has promised more 
of the same for the annual 
budget ne--Xt January. But 
these measures will only 
deepen the crisis. 

Unemployment, already 
over 10'7•, will rise: all in­
dications -are that by the 
mid-eighties it will reach the 
horror heights of 20'7e. In­
flation will rise to 

ITS TEETH 
somewhere near 230Jo this 
year, eroding living stan­
dards still further. 

Irish capitalism has two 
options: it can borrow r.tore 
or cut spending further. 
Either policy will worsen 
the situation. 

Only the full programme 
of socialism, taking the 
commanding sector of the 
economy into public owner­
ship, and making pos51.l>le a 
socialist plan -of production 
with workers' democracy at 
all levels, can solve the crisis 
once and for all. But the 
coalition has no such pro­
gramme. 

It cannot be long before 
this government meets 
stonewall resistance from 
the trade union movement. 
With such an attack on 
their living wage, workers 
are in no mood to accept 
the pay freeze being 
demanded by the 
employers organisations. 

As the present phase of 
the national agreement on 
wages draWs to a dose, ma- -

jor confrontations are !Kely 
to emerge. Already bus 
workers in the major cities 
are on strike. 

Workers threatened with 
redundancies have planned 
to occupy their workplaces, 
demonstrating the moun­
ting anger and combativity. 

The coalition govern­
ment, which does not have 
an owmill majmity in the 
Dail (parliament) will be 
rocked by the impending in­
dustrial battles. 

Union leaders, under in­
tense pressure from the 
ranks, unanimously oppos­
ed the Labour Party enter­
ing the government. They 
can see the stonn gathering. 

The government cannot 
survive the four years 
predicted by the Labour 
leaders. The Labour Party, 
already down to 9.9tl'e of 
the national vote due to the 
disastrous coalition policies 
of the last c:levm years, will 
be further discredited-

The active ranks of the 
Party understand this- They 

have already moved 
decisively to the left, in op­
position to the Party leader­
ship. The budget will inten­
sify the opposition. 

Whether- Labour breaks 
with the coalition in the 
next few months, or it takes 
a year or two more, it is in­
evitable that the conclusion 
of Labour's ranks will be 
outright rejection of 
alliances with capitalist par­
ties and the bqpnning of an 
independent struggle on 
socialist policies. This will 
very quickly galvanise the 
active trade unionists, 
youth and the broad ranks 
of the working class. 

VIgOrOUS opposition, of­
fering a clear aitemative to 
the bankrupt capitalist 
politicians and the aisis­
tom economy they seek to 
defend, would restore 
Labour's suppon. The 
wO£king class of Ireland 
could then put in powa- a 
...... u-itv Labour .._,_-~ (I;OYerD-_. 
ment cbarged with_ changing 
society. 
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Oocker: "Nujoma (Presi­
dent of SWAPO) will nat­
ionalise the whole place and 
cause upheaval and civil war 
involving South Africa. We 
will have to invade Namibia 
and other countries as well. 

NO DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION 
''We are pleading with 

you to see the dangers of a 
wrong solution in Namibia. 
It would be better to have a 
low-level conflict there ind­
efinitely than to have a civil 
war escalating "into a general 
conflagration." ('Financial 
Times', 30 May '81). 

SA troops bolsteriDg the rule of tbe moaopolies 

The past month bas seen a new 
escalation of the struggle in Namibia 
with intensive South African attacks 
on SWAPO guerilla bases in Southern 
~~a. . 

The South African 
'Fmancial Mail' (17 July) 
sees these murderous raids 
as a "hopeful sign that 
Pretoria is preparing for a 
settlement." New moves are 
expected by the Reagan ad­
ministration in the USA to 
start negotiations over 
"independence" for 
Namibia. Pretoria, by hit­
ting at SWAPORhopes to 
put the "internal parties" 
(the middle class leaders 
tolerated by the regime) "in 
the strongest possible pos­
tion to win the in­
dependence election." 

What are the prospects 
for a 'solution' along the 
lines hoped for by the im­
perialists in Washington 
and Pretoria? Is it likely 
that genuine independence 
for Namibia will be conced­
ed m new rounds of 
negotiations? 

Eight years ago Southern 
Africa seemed an impreg­
nable fortres.~ of white 
supremecy. Mozambique 
and Angola were still under 
the heel of Portugese colon­
ialism which has ruled for 
five centuries. 

Now landlordism and 
capitalism have been over­
thrown in these cwntries 
and the Smith regime has 
been toppled in Zimbabwe. 
This in turn gave an 

:enormous impetus to the 
struggle in Namibia. 

South Africa was ghten a 
mandate c:r.a- Namibia in 
the carve-up of the German 
Empire after the First 
World War. The United 
Natioos allowocd this to 
cmtinue until the rising 
pressure of tbe masses in the 
independent African cwnt­
ries forced it to red:e the 
mandate. 

In 1 fT11 the lnternatimaJ. 
Court of Justice declared 
that South Africa was 
illegally occupying Namibia_ 
In 1970 and 1fT11 there were 
three Security Council reso­
lutioos demanding that So­
uth Africa remove its army 
and goiiCriUileDt from Nam­
ibia. 

The peak of tbe -wrnat 
war against Swth Africa 

was reached in 1976, at a 
time when Soweto was 
blazing, when the South 
African army had been 
forced from Angola and the 
hatred ofworlcing people the 
world over was focused on 
the apartheid regime. The 
imperialists at this time did 
not want to be seen support­
ing that regime too closely. 

A resolution passed by the 
UN in that year called for 
the immediate withdrawal 
of the apartheid army and 
officials from Namibia. Free 
and fair elections were then 
to be held by the United 
Nations and an independent 
government formed. 

The UN even decided that 
if South Africa failed to 
withdraw, full sanctions 
would be implemented. 

But every resolution by 
the UN since 1976 has 
retreated from this position. 

South Africa knew all 
along the talk of sanctions 
was pure bluff. Namibia is 
said to have the largest 
uranium resources in the 
world and could soon be the 
largest uranium producer 
outside the US and Canada. 

The Western Contact Gr­
oup cwntries (USA, Brit­
ain, France, West Ger- . 
many, and Canada) which 
are trying to organise a 
settlement between South 
Africa and the main black 
nationalist organisation, 
SWAPO, can hardly be said 
to be impartial In fact, the 
capitalists in these cwntries 
jWrtly own 70IVI of the 
mining capital in\ated in 
Namibia! 

Profits are so enormous 
that the three mining ID()D()­

polies who .control the 
Namibian ealllOIDy, have a 
return on capital of~. 
In llther words it ooly takes 
abwt 3 )ai'S to get back in 
profits all they bave in~ 
ted.. 

The Western govern­
ments were quite ccmplac­
ent about South African 
Cmtrol until tbe late 1960s 
when SWAPO (South West 
African ~·s Organisa­
tion) launcbed a guerilla 

SWAPO meeting in .Katatura township, W"mdboek 

the cwntry. 
SWAPO has over 7,000 

men and women under 
arms. 20,000 South African 
troops at a cost of $1.5 
million a day are employed 
aninst them. 

SWAPO undoubtedly has 
the mass support of the 
Namibian population. For 
this reascn imperialism is 
frantically trying to woo 
the SWAPO leaders into 
their fold. 

The United Nations, by 
recognising SWAPO as the 
sole representative of the 
Namibian people tried to 
force the hand of the South 
African government. The 
Western Contact Group, 
using the UN machinery, 
fear the obtuseness of South 
Africa could lead to a total 
defeat for capitalism. 

Also the Russian bureau­
cracy, while backing the 
guerilla struggle, does not 
want to see the situation 
escalate into a full-scale 
revolutionary crisis that co­
uld place the working class 
in control of the country. 

But for the Namibian 
masses, independence can­
not be merely a diplomatic 
question, to be sorted out 
around the negotiating table 
with the imperialist powers. 

In the face of the 
formidable South African 
state machine, backed by 
the Western powers, there is 
no prospect of the SWAPO 
gaining a decisive victory by 
military struggle alone. The 
Namibian struggle for nat­
ional liberation-unlike 
Zimbabwe-is being fought 
directly against the power of 
the South African ruling 
class. It can be won only by 
crippling the South African 
state-and this must involve 
a canbined struggle of the 
wa10ng pecple in Namibia 
and in South Africa itself. 

The struggle for political 
freedom is at the same time · 
a struggle for an end to 
poyerty and expl<itatioo.. 

Once in power, the SW A­
PO leaders will bave · to 
maintain the support of the 
freedom fighters and of the 
Mders and peasants who 
will want a better society to 
cxme from their sacrifices. 

A first deiDand rm- ilie 
gamine independence of 
Namibia is the withdrawal 
of South African troops~ Yet 

this question presents the 
imperialists with very ser­
ious problems. 

Apart from the narrow 
layer of whites, the capital­
ists have scarcely any basis 
of support in Namibia. The 
withdrawal of the South 
African military would cre­
ate a power vacuum which, 
under present conditioos, 
would be filled by SWAPO 
resting on its own military 
forces and the support of the 
mass of the people. 

Such a victory .for SW A­
PO, in turn, would have an 
enormous effect on. the 
black workers of South 
Africa itself. 

In the face of these 
revolutionary pressures, the 
South African regime has 
put forward various schemes 
aimed at giving Namibia 
nominal independence while 
in reality preserving it as a 
client state. 

They knew they could 
count on more open support 
from the Reagan admini­
stration in the USA 

The struggle for 
freedom from 
Sootb African 
rule is at the same 
time a struggle to 
end exploitation 
by the Western 
monopolies and 
establish 
democratic 
workers' rule 

One US l'..ss~tant Secre­
tary of State annwnced that 
the US was negotiating 
cla;er military ties with 
South Africa and would 
drop its eff<Its for Nami­
bian independence if it felt 
prospects for a settlement 
\'~ere remote. Like South 
Africa. Reagan is Wally 
coocemed with defending 
capitalist interests against 
the struggle of the warking 
people. 

The imperialists are mat­
ing serious eff<Its to stren­
gthen the basis of their own 
state power in Namibia by 
reinforcing tbe police and 
military fm:cs and forced 
cooscription for all races. 
Their aim is . to diminate 

SWAPO as an independent 
military force that could 
form the basis of an 
.alternative state machine. 

It is these imperialist 
pressures which lead to the 
ambiguity of the UN resolu­
tioos, which leave the ques­
tion of state power in a 
future independent Namibia 
very unclear. 

Now the South Africans 
are insisting that there ·st 
be con.stitutional talks u s­
cuss 'federalism', wmch 
means the consolidation of 
'Bantustans' (black labour 
reserves disguised as 'saver­
eign states') as in South 
Africa. Guarantees of white 
privilege and blocking arr­
agements against the major­
ity are also being deman­
ded. 

South Africa is determi-
ned to promote the 'inter­

. nal' parties (i.e. the parties 
sponsored by the regime), 
particularly the so-called 
Democratic Turnhalle All­
iance. South Africa realises 
that with its present label of 
'stooge party', the DT A 
stands little chance of 
winning an ·election against 
SWAPO. 

South African intransi­
gence led to the collapse of 
the Geneva peace talks in 
January. But over the last 
months America has attem­
pted to revive the talks and 
sent a top delegation to 
Southern Africa. 

.According to leaked US 
government documents rep­
orted in the press, the policy 
of the Reagan administra­
tion is to reverse the UN 
plan for an elected con.sti­
uent assembly. Instead they 
would like to see a Lancaster 
House-type conference of 
band-picked leaders to write 
the constitution of an inde­
pendent Namibia behind 
dosed d~. and gM the 
South African government 
'policeman' status in the 
country. 

So bankrupt was this pos­
ition, however' that the us 
aDd tbe rest of tbe 'Western 
s• are now again forced to 
speak of the need for a solu­
tion .. in accordance with 
Resolution 435''. 

When asked abwt a 
possible SWAPO election 
victcry under tbe UN plan, 
Botha told America's Assis­
Wlt Secretary of State for 
African Affairs, Chester 

Of course the US and 
British governments, unwil­
ling to forfeit their plunder 
of Namibia, will inevitably 
choose the course of prop­
ping up the hated regime. 

But unfortunately there 
are signs that the SyY APO 
leadership is bending under 
pressure from the imperia­
list powers and probably 
also the Russian bureau­
cracy which wants the 
struggle in Namibia to be 
kept within 'safe' limits. 

Early in June, Sam Nuj·­
oma made it known that 
SWAPO has abandoned its 
opposition to guaranteeing 
the property and privileges 
of the white minority. This 
spells a reversal of SW A­
PO's 1976 programme for 
nationalising the monopo­
lies which dominate the 
country, and suggests a 
willingness to accept 'inde­
pendence' on the capitalists' 
terms. 

Such a policy can offer no 
real solution to the Nami­
bian masses who are suffer­
ing hardship and oppression 
precisely as a result of 
exploitation by those same 
monopolies. 

Leadership 

Militants in Namibia, 
especially the youth, will 
expect SWAPO to ·come 
forward with a fighting 
socialist programme. Ins­
tead of relying on UN 
diplomacy with the imper­
ialists, its task is to organise 
the guerillas together with 
the mass of the workers and 
peasants to fight with every 
available weapon, including 
the general strike, for 
genuine independence not 
only from South African 
rule but also from the grip 
of the monopolies operating 
in Namibia itself. 

Such a struggle cannot be 
·confined to Namibia alone. 
The withdrawal of the South 
African army is unlikely 
except in the context of a 
.revolutionary crisis through­
out South Africa and Nam­
ibia, when the ruling class 

.may have no alternative but 
to beat a tactical retreat. 
The monopolies and land­
owners will be expropriated 
only through common stru­
ggle with the p()werful black 
working class of South 
Africa. 

What is needed in Nami­
bia is a Marxist leadership 
of the workers, guerillas and 
peasants that will appeal to 
the masses both in Namibia 
and in South Africa, calling 
for the nation.alisation and 
planning of the Namibian 
econ.omy under workers' 
control. and management, 
and above all linking up 

. with the South African 
'Mlrkers in the struggle for a 
Federation of Socialist Sta­
tes of Southern Africa in 
which an independent Nam­
ibia could flourish. Only on 
this basis will SWAPO be 
able to meet the revolution­
ary expectations of the 
workers, peasants and youth 
who will look to it for 
leadership in the critical 
period ahead. 

-· 
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100,000 
houses 
unbuilt 

Dear Comrades 
How many of you are 

homeless? Living in slums? 
Unemployed? Never fear­
your troubles are over. 

The Sunday Times of 12 
June 1981 showed a picture 
of eight acres of bricks 
(seventy million in all) , 
standing 12 feet high, just 
part of the London Brick 
Company's stockpile of 490 
million bricks. They would, 
so it appears, "make 50,000 
houses or a new city the size 
of Derby." 

In Britain as a whole 
there are enough bricks 
already made to build 
100,000 three-bedroomed 
detached houses (although 
you'd need some of the 
1,100,000 tonnes of cement 
available as well). 

There are 425,000 unem-

For King, 
Country 

arid capitalism 
Dear Militant 

In 1914 the capitalist class 
whipped up a frenzy of pro­
paganda. Patriotic appeals 
were made to workers to 
fight for king and country. 
Freedom, democracy and 
the empire had to be 
defended against the Ger­
man foe. 

My mother still has a cut­
ting from the local paper of 
the time. It shows photos of 
five young brothers, all in 
uniform. The caption reads 
'A Patriotic Family' . 

Four years later only two 
of the five brothers came 
back from the war. Three 
had died in the trenches . 
One returned with his jaw 
blown off. 

The fifth , my grand­
father , was gassed and per­
manently disabled . He 
never worked again and 
died a few years later of his 
wounds . My grandmother 
was left a widow and sup­
ported seven children by 
taking in washing. 

In 1981 the capitalist class 
are again whipping up a 
barrage of propaganda. 

£23.50 
'incentive' 

Dear Comrades 
As Thatcher and Prior 

announce their £500 million 
package to try and repair 
the 'damage they've already 
done to the Youth Oppor­
tunities Programme it is 
useful to look at the real at­
titude of the Tories towards 
the scheme. 

Alex Fletcher, leading 
Scottish Tory minister, re­
jected calls in the Commons 
for a rise in the rate of pay 
for YOPsters currently 

. standing at a measly £23 .50 
for a 37\/z-hour weeek . 

You see, Alex mainlains 
that this princely sum is 
"enough incentive" for 
16-17 year olds to take a 
place on the scheme . 
Perhaps when Fletcher 
votes for his next pay rise 
for MPs he should 
remember that the pay for 
YOPs has been static for 
over 2 years! 

Queuing for council homes in Hackney 

ployed building workers in 
Britain . Why don't we 
reduce unemployment, 
build decent homes and 
solve homelessness? 

No, the Tories have the 
answer - the market 

Again working people are 
being urged to forget their 
grievances against the rulers 
'of this 'just and democratic 
land'. 

The excuse this time is 
not a war but a marriage, 
that of Prince Charles. This 
parasite is a representative 
of the same class who my 
grandfather and his 
brothers were conned into 
fighting and dying for . 

·While this royal moron 
gallivants around buying 
the odd new house and polo 
pony my father finds 
himself on the dole after 
forty years of hard graft. 

My brother has been told 
by his employers that he is 
no longer required . My 
youngest brother faces a 
bleak future after he leaves 
school. My mother is fin­
ding it hard to manage on 
the dole money. • 

In many respects things 
haven't changed much since 
1914. Society is still run in 
the interests of a privileged 
class who feed off the 
labour of others . 

But this time no amount 
of patriotic propaganda will 
succeed in blinding the 
working class as to who 
their real enemies are. 

Fraternally 
Nick Worth 

economy. 
I mean, would you like to 

see our great country, based 
on profit and individual 
'freedom', turned into one 
of anarchy by left-wing ex­
tremists, just to solve a few 

problems? Ridiculous! 
Forward to socialism! 
Yours fraternally 
Dave Webb 
Hackney South LPYS 

Bristol South East LPYS In the t renches, 1914- fighting for King and country 

mand trade union rates of 
pay , real traiTIITig , a 
guaranteed job and an ex­
tension of the scheme into a 
massive programme of 
public works to build 
hospital s , schools and 
homes for people . 

As for Alex's "incen­
tive", the only incentive he 
gives me is to get rid of 
Neanderthal Tory MPs for 
good and est a b lish a 
socialist Britain ! 

Yours fraternally 
Ian O'Hara 
East Kilbride LPYS 

Bosses fear 
socialism 

Dear Comrades 
I work on· a Youth Op­

portunities scheme and earn 
£23 .50- for 40 hours work 
making soft toys. 

When I took 'Militant ' 
into my workplace (having 
received it from a friend) I 
began to read it. I then 
showed it to a workmate 

off me. 
This shows that the 

bosses are frightened of the 
ideas of socialism. I cannot 
put my name to this letter 
just in case my supervisor 
finds out and I would be 
sacked. 

Yours fraternally 
A St Helens 
LPYS member 

Return to the 
scene of crime 

Dear Comrades 
Heseltine visits Liverpool 

investigating the reason for 
the Toxteth riots. Three 
million are on the dole, yet 
Heseltine buys his third 
house, worth hundreds of 
thousands, while people 
have to live in slum condi­
tions. 

Surely a case of the 
criminal coming to visit the 
scene of his crimes. Then he 
makes the statement that 
' democracy' is in danger of 
breaking down. Should this 

(Thatcher) would have a lot 
to answer for the jungles 
that they have created with 

· their jungle law of "grab 
what you can get". 

Then we move to Ottawa 
whete a capitalist gathering 
wring their hands deploring 
unemployment and infla­
tion which they know 
perfectly will they have been 
responsible for; another 
case of criminals gathering 
to cry about the crimes they 
have perpetrated. 

The soo'ner workers 
realise the rubbish that is 
making decisions controll­
ing the lives of themselves 
and their families , who say 
when they can and cannot 
get work, the better. The 
sooner the working class 
sweep the likes of Thatcher 
and her henchmen into the 
gutter where they belong 
the sooner we'll be controll­
ing our own future and 
those of our children. 

Fraternally 
J Darcy 
Bootle CLP 

Electoral 
reaction 

Dear Comrades 
The predictable response 

to the recent local govern­
ment elections in England 
and Wales which saw a 
landslide vote in favour of 
the Labour party was the 
call for electoral reform. 
This age-old manoeuvre 
trotted out in times of 
desperation will find a dif­
ferent cutting edge over the 
next few years. 

With the rejection of the 
Tories at present, and the 
new darlings of the bosses 
and their kept press the 
SDP now coming to the 
fore, we can see an added 
incentive. Only last week a 
columnist in the Financial 
Times was calling on the 
Tories, Liberals, SDP and 
right-wing Labour to join 
forces on this issue since it 
could prevent left-wing 
Labour representatives 
from becoming MPs. 

One law for 
the poor 

Dear Comrades 
While the judiciary of 

Britain were starting to 
hand out prison sentences 
to schoolchildren found 
with packets of cigarettes or 
new shoes , an example of 
much grander style larceny 
hit the press . 

Terry Sinclair , the 
"mastermind" of a drugs 
syndicate had been con­
victed of murder in the 
'handless corpse ' trial . His 
'pilfering' had amassed him 
an estimated £25 million 
"give or take a million" as 
the judge put it. 

Just £1 million has been 
confiscated from Sinclair to 
pay costs . Apparently 
though capitalist law 
regards the other £24 
million to be as sacrosanct 
as any other form of private 
property. The money was 
extracted through misery , 

Finish Wat 
Tyler's Work 

Dear Comrades 
Rioting erupted in sleepy 

Maidstone last weekend for 
the first time since the 
Peasants' Revolt of 1381! 
Maidstone' s youth took to 
the streets to express their 
frustration with unemploy­
m~nt , and bad social condi­
tions , the effects of cap­
italism. 

In reply, Maidstone ' s 
Conservative MP John 
Wells said, " There is no 
need for any youths to be 
out of work when 
strawberry picking is on ," 
and claimed that unemploy­
ment had nothing to do 
with the riots. 

He repeated this to me 
while I was selling Militant 
in town , but walked away 
when a wo man, who had 
overheard his comment, 
said her daughter had failed 
all summer to find a job 
picking fruit in the area. 

Both Mr Wells and the 
Chairman of Maidstone & 
District Youth Association 
blamed "bad parents", and 
the latter criticised lhe fact 
that there had been a 

Big business is backing 
the SDP to the tune of £15 
million . The SDP and 
Liberals have been keen to 
deny any such backing and 
scotched the idea of money 
raising for electoral reform. 

The Chief Executive of 
the Electoral Reform Socie­
ty threw its hands up in hor­
ror at such an idea. The Na­
tional Committee for Elec­
toral Reform (although a 
more campaigning group 
than the Electoral Reform 
Society) is also keen to 
maintain its "indepen­
dence" . 

I wonder what they will 
say to the forthcoming che­
que for £5,000 from Marks 
and Spencers. After all they 
are an independent firm . 
They 'independently' give 
advice to the the Thatcher 
government and 'indepen­
dently' gave £20,000 to the 
Tory Party last year. 

Electoral reform? For 
whose interests? 

Fraternally 
David Churchley 

but these are the means by 
which most 'legal' capital­
ists acquire their wealth . 
For the judges it would be 
unwise to delve too deeply 
into the parallels. 

Not only that, but despite 
his twenty year sentence, he 
may serve a shorter time 
than someone charged with 
''rioting ' ' . It appears he has 
already offered £1 million 
to anybody who can 'spr­
ing' him. 

A senior detective in the 
case commented, "How 
can you keep a man worth 
£25 million in jail? I won't 
be surprised to learn he has 
flown the nest." 

The Tories would have us 
believe that British justice is 
too im~artial to be subject 
to such mercenary factors . 
But how many unemployed 
youth convicted during the 
riots could lay hands on a 
million? 

It would seem there is one 
law for the poor and no law 
at all for the rich. 

Yours fraternally 
John Goodby 
Central Hull LPYS 

standing over children with 
leather belts" . 

No wonder some youth 
see violence as their only 
alternative! National Ser­
vice is also advocated by the 
Reverend Nick Stacey, 
Director of Kent ' s Social 
Services, but if this then is 
the answer , why have so 
many parents who have 
done National Service ap­
parently "failed" in parent­
ship? 

Kent police chief Barry 
Pain said that it was just 
young people who had 
nothing better to do, i. e. 
they were unemployed . A 
local youth said that police 
harassment was to blame. 
' 'The Old Bill keep picking 
on us .. .it's out of order. .. 
riots are the only way we 
can get back at them." 

But socialism not rioting 
is the answer and the LPYS 
especially must defend the 
youth, but channel their 
energies into the fight for 
socialism, and the end of 
our 'imprisonment ' under 
capitalism. 

We must finish the work 
of the Peasants' Revolt 
which Wat Tyler led from 
Maidstone and raise the 
banner of socialism. 

Fraternally 
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3640 
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7600 
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8600 
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2600 
4600 
8600 
9000 

TARGET FOR YEAR-£120,000 

NO HOLIDAY FOR 
MILITANT 
It may be the holiday 
season, but still a 
good many of our 
readers are at home, 
and contributing ·to 
our funds. 

And some readers far 
from home have helped us : 
for example, we've just had 
£20 from a reader in the Far 
East, and £3 from Austrian 
readers. Nearer London, 
thanks to G Hensby (NUR) 
for his £15 donation, and P 
Newton (Dagenham) for 
£10. 

A large number of readers 
from the West of Scotland 
this week have boosted their 
line on our chart, including 
J Edwards, E McGeachen, 

R Sinclair and A Marshal!. 
Fivers came from P Holi­
field (Luton), L McCluskey 
(Liverpool), J Mennell (Lon­
don), K Mitchell (Canvey 
Is.) and a member of the 
armed forces. 

Between £1 and £3 came 
from M Burbridge (York), 
M Waldheim (London), 3 
Chester supporters A Price, 
C Challoner and J Khar, V 
Northmore (NSMM), G 
McCormock (Doncaster) 
and S Jones (EEPTU), who 
collected pennies and half­
pennies for us. 

Swansea supporters have 
got . together and collected 
£56, partly from sale of 
stickers, a Marxist Discus­
sion Group in Chester-le­
Street left us over £5 better 

THIS 
WEEK: 
£1,020 

Off, and the members of the 
Scottish LPYS Committee 
contributed £5.65. 

We've recefved the £20 
promised from Hackney 
Central LPYS and Mersey­
side trade unionists, mem­
bers of NGA, SOGAT and 
NALGO, added to a collec­
tion at Valley Ward Labour 
Party, raised £32. 

From Durham and Tees­
side, proceeds from a Re­
public Day social and from 

Southampton £10 from Tal­
puddle badges join the £51 
sponsored cycle (S London), 
Blyth hairdressing, tea and 
coffee money (Stevenage), 
and sale of TV sets (Leeds) 
as examples of how money 
can be raised almost any­
how! 

We appeal to all our 
readers · to turn all oppor­
tunities to our advantage. 
History is on our side but 
time is not! 

CLASS WAR IN 
THE COUNTRYSIDE 

By 
Keith Whitehead 

Whole forests have 
been cleared to pro­
duce reams of mush 
on That Wedding. 

New trees have been 
constructed, family trees to 
show that Lady Diana · 
Spencer is 'fit' to be Queen. 
She is descended from 
practically every titled med­
ieval exploiter who ever 
breathed. 

Farmworkers in North­
amptonshire don't need 
reminding of the feudal tra­
ditions of the Spencers. Six 
hundred years after the 
Peasants' Revolt, His Lord­
ship still treats his emplo- · 
yees like serfs. 

Bill RusseU had worked 
for Lord Spencer for ten 

years on his Althorp estate 
in Northamptonshire. He 
was an extremely conscien­
tious worker; often working 
until four in the morning 
repairing combine harves­
ters. 

Mr Russtl decided that he 
wanted to move from his 
isdlated cottage into a 
council house nearer the 
shops and local facilities. 

Lord Spencer saw red. Mr 
Russell had a tied cottage. If 
workers on leaving their job 
Jose not only income, but 
the roof over their head, 
they will be much less 
bothersome. A council ho­
use would give far too much 
freedom. 
· Two weeks later, Mr 

Russell saw his own job 

advertised in 'Farmers' 
Weekly', and shortly after­
wards got his cards. 

The Agricultural Workers 
Union are fighting for Mr 
Russell's job. As the NU­
AA W general secretary, 
Jack Boddy said, "while one 
couple prepare for a life in 
regal splendour, another 
prepares for a life of a thou­
sand mean economies on the 
dole." 

It's really a microcosm of 
life under the capitalist 
system. From Merseyside 
and Tyneside to rural North­
amptonshire, millions are 
having to decide whose side 
they are on in the class war. 
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STOTHARD: to Bob and Sue 
at Durham on 20 July a 
daughter, Elizabeth. A future lEEDS '50' Raffle: winner 
fighter for, and of, the work- N 29 Bob B 
ing class. 0 • • arrett. 

BAHUMUTSI Theatre Heath Cburch Centre, Bir­
Compnay of Soweto, S. mingham; 15 Augnst, Glas­
Africa British tour-The gow Theatre Oub; 17 to 22 
Hungry Earth. Evening per- August, Theatre Workshop, 
formances at the following Hamilton Place, Edinburgh. 
venues. 5 to 9 August: The All enquiries Steve Parry, 81 
Oval House, Kennington, Galloway Road, London 
London; 14 August, Balsall Wl2. Tel. 01-740 0248. -

SIXTH SOUTH WALES 
MILITANT SUMMER CAMP 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDA V 1981 
POLITICAL PROGRAMME: * The Russian Revolution- Ted Grant * Fascism in Germany-Jeremy Birch * The Spanish Revolution- Ted Grant * The Hungarian Revolution-Pat Wall * Marxism and the Labour Party- Ted Grant 

Cost: £8.00 per camper 
Bookings to R Sewell, 

99 Penderry Road, Penlan, Swansea 
(Cheques payable to R Sewell) 

BOOK NOW! 

LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE 
GREETINGS 

Greet Labour's Conference through the pages of 'Militant'. 
Make sure your trade union, Labour Party or LPYS books a 
space in our special conference edition now. We have no rich 
advertisers like the bosses' press, so we rely on YOUR sup­
port. 
Rates: 

Semi-display: 3 column centimetres: £3 
6 column centimetres: £6 

Display: 1/16 page: £10. Bigger' ads pro rata. 
Get a form from your local 'Militant' seller or from 'Militant 
Greetings, 1 Mentmore Terrace, London ES 3PN 

TONY BENN FOR DEPUTY 
badges. Now available in bulk 
to YSs, CLPs, etc. £ 11 per 
100 + £2 p&p. From Val 
Pearce, 16 Wagbullock Rise, 
Bracknell, Berks. New badge 
price list now available. Pro­
fits to 'Militant' . 

Militant sellers will be in 
Crawley Town Centre on 
Saturday mornings. If you 
would like a regular copy or 
further information, phone 
Ray Apps, daytime Brighton 
60 1481, or write 21 6 
Wiston Road, Brighton. 

NEW MILITANT 
PAMPHLET 

Leon Trotsky on 
'The Communist 
Manifesto today' 

Available price 15p 
plus 15p postage and packing from 
World Books, 1 Mentmore Terrace, 

London ES 3 PN 

41 of Alan Hardman'• best 1980 cut... eoUected ID 
an attractive lllD~ X 8ln. book with red, lUck aad 
white COYft. 

Send oaly £1 plaa lOp poet aad paektaa [erden of s 
or more poet free] to Cartoo., MIHteet1 t.Mt••+ore 
Terrace, Loadoe E8 3PN •. c.h wlda _.. pae.e. AD 
......... te 'MIIItat Ffalathi&Fall 



Railway workers, especially 
lower paid grades, have for 
years been forced to do vast 
amounts of overtime to make 
ends nieet. 

At the same time 
traffic on the rail: 
ways has declined 
due to recession on 
one hand, and cuts 
in services and facili­
ties because of Tory 
cash limits on the 
other. 

This has led to a drop in 
the overtime w-Jfking, and 
thereby earnings. Many rail­
way workers have been 
forced on to or near the 
poverty line. 

This year's annual pay 
rise recommended by the 
Railway Staffs National Tri­
bunal (RSNT) is for an 
increase of 11 o/o in basic 
rafes of pay. This, the 
RSNT recommended should 
be paid in two stages ···: than 
8% increase bac kd a ted 
from April , and a further 
3% rise to be paid from the 
1 August. 

This would amount to a 
10% increase in pay over the 
whole year, but would in 
fact still only restore rail­
waymen's buyi ng power to 
the level of September I 980. 

Al though far short of 
wha t the unions claimed for 
and every railway worker 
needs, the rail unions have 
agreed to abide by the 
RSNT decision. 

T he British Rail Board 
(BR B) rejected the tribunals 
findings. They have agreed 
to pay the 8% from April, 
but are prepared to pay the 
add itional 3% only if rail 
unions agree to tal ks about 
certain aspects of railway 
operat ion. 

These include One Man 
Operat ion of passenger tra­
ins (OMO ). driver-only op­
era ti on of some freight 
trains . the open station 
concept , and tle :o; :-rostering . 
0~10 \\·ou ld be intrcx:l~­

ced on some suburban 
networks. using new stoc k 
which has been desi£med for 
operat ion by the d ri~'er only, 
who wou ld be e:o;pected to 
work the a ir operated doors . 

This has been agreed by 
the Railway Inspectorate on 
the basis of certain cond i-

"lions includi ng the use of 
closed circuit TV on plat­
forms and direct radio links 
from the driver to the signal 
box. 

Management a im to int ­
roduce this fi rst on the new 
electrifi ed St. Pancras to 
Bedford service with the loss 
of 60 gua rds job s at 
Cricklewood and Bedford. 
A further 150 guards jobs 
wi ll be lost with planned 
i•ntrcx:l uction on Southern 
Region and fu rther schemes 
a re proposed for the Moor­
gate-Hertford / Welwyn 
and Liverpool St-Gidea 
Park services. 

Operati on of frei ght tra­
ins with only a driver in 
charge has a lso been agreed 
by the Ra ilway Inspectorate 
on condftion that all trains 
are fully braked throughout 
and must be running over 
lines equipped with ~ulti­
aspect colour light signal­
ling. 

By Dave Phillips' 
(Stratford ASLE&F 
personal capacity) 

A further 2,500 guards 
jobs will be lost as a result 
with even greater responsi­
bilities being loaded onto 
the driver. 

The Open Station Con­
cept would reduce many 
stations to little more than 
unstaffed halts . Collection 
of fares and issue of tickets 
would generally take place 
on the train except during 
morning and evening peak 
hours . 

That means more lost 
jobs for booking office­
clerks and station staff with 
many more only working 
rush hours. For railway 
workers still ''lucky" eno­
ugh to have a job , after all 
t hi s , the proposals for 
flexi-rostering would be the 
worst erosion of working 
conditions in living memory. 

The present 8 hour guar­
anteed working day would 
be a bolished . Instead, staff 
could be booked on for the 
maximu m of 10 hours. 
However , depending on tra­
ffic and management's re­
quirements railwaymen co­
uld find themselves doing 
shi fts varying from between 
three , six or, up to ten hours 
in the same week, to a 
maximum of 40 hours a 
week . 

Th is is a nigh tma re 
proposal in an industry 
already cursed \vi th some of 
the worst shift work . T he 
BREi have even threatened 
to ""it hd raw the agreement 
t.o cu t the work ing- week to 
39 hours from November 
th is year. 

Correctly the leadership 
of NUR and i\S LE& F. 
under pressure from an irate 
membership, have refused 
the lat est pound of flesh 
demanded by the Briti sh 
Rai lways Board and are 
d is c.u ss ing str ike action . 
These proposals must never 
be accepted by - the rail 
unions. 

Management state that 
British Rail a re losing £2 
million a week and wil l 
exceed the guidelines laid 
down by the Tories by £45 
million this year. Prcx:luctiv­
ity is requi red to generate 
the missing cash they say. 

Whilst Sir Peter Parker 
and the British Rail Board 
advertise this as the "Age of 
the Train " they are running 
Brit ish Rai l down and 
worsening the condi tions of 
rai lway ;orkers on a scale 
not seen since Beeching. 

Fleet Street rags like the 
'Eveni ng Standard' have 
been quick to back the call 
for "more productivity", 
comparing British Rai l wi th 
continental railways . l n rea ­
lity, BR workers are high in 
productivity compared with 
Europe, work longer hours 
on average and are the 
lowest paid. British Rail 
also receives less govern­
ment support than any other 

ST 

Not much! M anchester railwaymen collect their pay. 

ma jor European railway I 
network . 

I 
e 

Photo : John Sturrock (Report) 2 

se:Ohe r~~t ~~o~earfea~~~~ ~~CllDRY JlD L T. 
putting up no opposition to , • • 
management, who are run-

~~~~i:1~hla~o~£~a::~ li IMDRKJERS 
ness to oppose the railway 
company which mean that 
management have felt they 
can demand more and 
more. 

A stand must be made 
now. The three rail unions 
m ust uni te all railwa v 
workers in a common stru-­
ggle , not onl y in pursuit of 
this claim . but they must 
li nk this to a figh t to reverse 
the run down of the railway;; 
and link this to a batt le 
against the Tory govern­
ment. 

Total all -out strike action 
by the rail unions would verv 
quickly throw back th~ 
Tories and management. It 
would put an end to the 
class collaboration between 
union leaders and the BRB 
over the past period and 
raise the sights and spirits of 
all workers battling against 
the Tory government. 
government . 

A MJIITUT PAMPHlET 

Price: 30p 

By 
Arwyn Thomas 
(Hammersmith NUR) 

Unlike the railway workers 
nationally, the 1981 annual 
pay claim for London Trans­
port Underground workers 
has been settled with an 
I !% incr ease in ba sic 
ra tes- with no stri ngs atta-
ched. -

This represems a step 
' forward for the rail unions 
and for all London Trans­
port (LT) workers . 

Without a doubt, it was 
the determination of LT 

, workers to stand firm, and 
· the decision of the NU~ to 

call for total indefinite~ - ~ • .<e 
which forced LT Executive 
management to increas e 
thei r original paltry offer 
and drop their productivity 
demands . 

With inflation at 12% 
and expected to rise in the 
fu ture, management's orig­
inal 8% offer was totally 
u na cceptable and would 
have meant a drastic cut in 
living standards. 

Furthermore this rise was 
to have been conditional on 
rail unions accepting cuts in 

1 manning levels, and giving 
a n undertaking not to 

_ pursue claims for a -shorter 
' working week or longer 

holidays for two years. 
These and other propo­

sals, more a kin to the 
previous Tory regime at 
County Hall than to the 
present Labour Greater 
London Council, would 

increased workloads for LT 
workers . 

The mood of an ger and 
oppositi on of staff w-as 
clearly shov.'IJ at a packed 
meeti ng at Friends House 
only hours before the fi nal 
settlemen t. Speaker after 
speaker expressed thei r pre­
paredness to strike, with 
many putti ng forward pro­
posals for bu ild ing the strike 
and ensuring its effective-
ness . 

It ""-as reported from the 
plat form that although the 
NUR National Execut ive 
had been prepared to offer 
the pumpmen dispensation 
to work during the strike, an 
official deputation had been 
received from those men 
stating their intention to 
take part in the strike . 

-However , the figh tin g 
spirit of the NUR member­
ship has not been matched 
by the leadership over the 
years. Even at the mass 
meeting this was evident. 
Demand after demand from 
the floor to know-what ki nd 
of fi n al settlement the 
national executive commit­
tee would agree to was 
fobbed off and evaded. ' 

One NEC member even 
said that he couldn't give a 
figure , as the stri ke might 
be defeated thus pouring 
cold water over the mood of 
anger that existed. O early 
with a fighting leadership, 
far more can now be 
achieved . 

Not only can the L TE be 
defeated but in the coming 
period we must end once 

and for all low pay on 
London Transport. 

The election of a La bour 
GLC has greatly raised the 
expectation of its employees 
throughout London . Many 
underground workers were 
an gered by the GLC's 
apparent refusal to inter­
vene and ensure that man­
agement made a proper 
offer. 

Immediatel y the capitalist 
press attempted to drive a 
wedge between the Labour 
GLC and NUR members . 
Unfortunately, some lead­
ing NUR officials didn 't 
help the si tuation with 
outspoken attacks on the 
new Labour administration . 
However , the Labour GLC 
were elected on a radical 
programme \vi th the over­
whelming support of the 
trade union movement. Ken 
Livingstone publicly than­
ked the NUR for its contri­
bution to the election vic­
tory. 

The GLC is to be 
applauded for its stand on 
fa re cuts in London. How­
ever, there are some right 
wing Labour councillors on 
the GLC who are already 
backtracking and have no 
commitment to the GLC 
manifesto policies . 

The London labour move­
ment must ensure that there 
are no retreats if the GLC 
policies are to be implemen­
ted. With the opposition of 
the Tory government to the 
GLC, the backing of unions 
like the NUR will be 
essential . 
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CBI PROPOSALS ON UNIONS-

REJECT 
TORY 
CHAINS 
The voice of big business, 
represented by the Confeder­
ation of British Industry [CBI] 
have recently published their 
proposals on labour .. law. 

They expect , their 
parliamentary repre­
sentatives, the Tories 
to attempt a further 
undermining, thro­
ugh legislation, of 
the strength of the 

By Alec 
Thraves March 9th 1980: workers march against Tory Employment Bill . 

trade union move­
ment. 

The lack of firm and 
decisive leadership by the 
labour and trade union 
leaders against the Tory 
onslaught on jobs and living 
standards has resulted in 
many workers being· wary of 
embarking on industrial 
action, afraid of being left 
high and dry without official 
support and guidelines. 

The massive wave of 
redundancies and short­
time working is at present 
blunting the industrial 
struggle as workers tempor­
arily hold back on wage 
demands in the false belief 
that this will secure their 
jobs. 

It is against this back­
ground that the employers 
are now proposing to streng­
then the Tories 'Emnlov-
ment Act ' feeling confident 
they have the upper hand 
for the moment. 

However , if the CBI and 
the Tories believe they can 
shackle the trade union 
movement with parliamen­
tary legislation they will be 
as mistaken, as they were 
with the Industrial Relat­
ions Act of the early '70s . 

One of the most contro­
versial areas of this Employ­
ment Act has been the 
demand that picketing 
should be confined to just 
six 'peaceful' pickets at a 
time. The miners' dispute in 
February this year, had the 
Tories allowed it to escalate, 
would have shown how 
important that piece of 
legislat ion is when the 
working class moves into 
action. 

The picketing of rail­
yards, power stations, 
docks, etc, by hundreds of 
miners could have provoked 
a general strike had any of 
the pickets been arrested . 
As one South Wales miner 
commented at the time 
" The Tories can't arrest the 
whole NUM." 

Even pickets during the 
civil servants' strike have 
ignored the limits on picket­
ing in their determination to 
defeat the Tories. This was 
highlighted at the massive 
Swansea Vehicle Licensing 
.Centre where a couple of 
hundred pickets successfully 
prevented equipment enter­
ing the centre by surround­
ing the lorry (extremely 
difficult to do with just six of 

Photo: M I LIT ANT 
(Swansea AUEW) 

you!). 
February 1971: workers march against Heath's Industrial Rela­
tions Act 

The main attack by the 
CBI is directed at the closed 
shop, which they want to 
abolish completely. But its 
more far-sighted members 
understand this cannot be 
done immediately, because 
of the strength of the trade 
unions . 

To get around this prob­
lem they recommend a slow 
nibbling away at the closed 
shop. Where they are in 
operation it generally means 
a strong, well-organised 
factory or site, where all 
workers are members of 
their appropriate union and 
also outside contractors 
have to be trade union 
members, receiving the local 
rate, before they can enter 
the workplace . 

The main attack 
by the CBI is 
directed at the 
closed shop, they 
want to abolish 
it completely 

The bosses want to see the 
growth of non-union 'cow­
boy' firms by removing 
clauses in contracts which 
requires employers to use 
only trade union labour for 
contracting and supplying. 

This would naturally be 
used to try and undermine 
the trade union organisation 
because employers would 
then use the cheaper, un­
skilled, contract labour in­
stead of employing more 
permanent staff at the more 
expensive trade union rate 
with safer conditions of 
employment. 

The CBI also want to look 
after those workers who are 
eager to claim all the 
benefits from the sacrifices 
and struggles of the t rade 
union movement but are • 
reluctant to actually join a 
union and contribute to its 
well-being . 

The bosses suggest lavish 
compensation for these poor 
workers who because of 
their principals are " un­
fairly" dismissed for not 
belonging to a union-the 
~.mly principles these people 
have is to grab and grab 
more, just like their Tory 
friends. 

The employers say that 
more "democracy" is need­
ed in the unions. What they 
mean by democracy is 
"secret ballots" and they 
suggest that state funds 
should be made available 
for such ballots on the 
acceptability of wage offers. 

This , they hope, would 
help them influence the 
decisions of our members by 
putting over their threats 
and lies in the Tory media. 
Their strange breed of 
democracy would rely on 
trade union members not 
attending branch meetings 
to hear the real truth from 
the stewards. 

Their 'democracy' would 
try to prevent democratic 
discussion, debate and vot­
ing on whether to accept or 
reject the offe r. 

While we recognise that 
all strikes are in reality 
" political strikes" the CBI 
want the Tories to take 
measures to ensure that 
strikes on political issues 
should be outlawed. So in 

the event of a general strike 
against the Tories, beware! 
We will all be breaking the 
law. 

The ruling class sipping 
whisky in their drawing 
rooms and gentlemen's 
clubs, may see in their cigar 
smoke visions of a time 
when the trade unions will 
be like a toothless tiger. 
That will not happen . 

However, trade unionists 
must continuously be on 
their guard and fight any 
measures designed to under­
mine our strength by the 
bosses and their Tory repre­
sentatives in parliament. 

An integral part of that 
fight is rearming the trade 
unions and the TUC with 
the fighting policies and 
leadership able to confront 
the Tories . 

Our industrial muscle, 
correctly used, could easily 
bring to power a Labour 
government committed to 
ending the rule of capitalism 
once and for alL 
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CIVIL SERVICE· 
STRIKE ENDS 
The historic civil service 
pay strike is now over. 
The 5,000 selective stri­
kers, some of whom have 
been out for 2r weeks 
have returned to work. 

The return to work 
foUows the decision of the 
Council of Civil Service 
Unions, at its meeting on 
Thursday evening [30 
July] by an 8 to 1 union 
majority to accept the 
government ' s 'revised ' 
pay offer . 

The voting at the 
council meeting reflected 

the results of the seperate 
membership consultative 
exercises carried out by 
the nine trade unions. 
The result of the consul­
tative exercises for the 6 
major unions was as 
below:-

A full analysis of the 21 
week strike and the way 
forwards for the civil 
service trade union move­
ment will appear in the 
next issue of 'Militant' . 

By Brian Ingham 

Union 
CPSA 
SCPS 
IR SF 
IPCS 

For offer 
69,976 
17,641 
17,501 
42,398 

Against 
35,266 
14,529 
19,344 

5,878 
649 

6 sections 
AGS 
csu 

6,548 
7 sections 

IRSF 
Inland Revenue workers 
voted to reject the govern­
ment's latest derisory pay 
offer. Their union, the 
IRSF, has previously been 
regarded as a more 'moder­
ate' section of civil service 
workers, but the ballot 
result shows how rapidly 
workers cast off old images, 
in battle with the Tories. 

The union's Executive 
Committee decided not to 
make any recommendation 
in the ballot , in spite of the 
barrage of Tory propaganda 
aimed at members, and the 
confusion after months of 
selective action . A resolu­
tion proposing a strike from 

3 August received very little 
Executive support. 

The ballot result must 
therefore be seen as a 
measure of members' deter­
mination-in spite of, not 
because of, the leadership 
they were offered. 

With a bold lead, spelling 
out the need for concerted 
all-out action from the 
outset, the campaign could 
have been transformed and 
won. 

Accusations that the left 
wing were out of touch with 
the members' mood have 
been proved totally wrong . 
The lessons will not be lost 
on IRSF members. 

US AIR DISPUTE· 
Reagan 's wild 
west justice 
Threats of imprisonment, 
fines, conrt orders forbidd­
ing strike payments and the 
sack if they stay on strike. 

Reagan's law means fines 
of a million dollars a day for 
the union while the strike 
goes on. 

All this faces the Ameri­
can air traffic controllers, 
who have gone on strike over 
pay and conditions follow­
ing their rejection of the 
American government's pay 
offer lasi week. 

President Reagan clearly 
sees this dispute as a major 
confrontation between his 
administration and organi­
sed labour. He has said that 
" the full force of the Justice 
Department" will be used 
against the strikers, and no 
amnesty will be offered to 
give the workers their jobs 
back, should any be sacked . 

Under federal law, the air 
traffic controllers are for­
bidden to go on strike. 
Already the first steps have 
been t~ken to have Patco 

(controllers ' union) ·leaders 
sent to jail. 

The strikers have been 
presented with an ultima­
tum of returning to work 
within 48 hours or being 
fired . 

The union were claiming 
80-90o/o support for the 
strike on its first day. At 
least half the 14,000 domes­
tic flights were cancelled, 
and at Heathrow there were 
"long delays" to flights 
heading for America. 

It is clear that Reagan is 
out to smash the union in 
the hope that this will 
discourage the others . He 
will find the same resistance 
from American workers as 
the Heath government did 
in Britain in the early 1970s. 

The CPSA and other civil 
service unions working in ai r 
traffic control should give 
full support to the American 
workers as should the US 
trade union federation, the 
AFL-CIO, by blacking work 
at the airports. 

NEW MILITANT PAMPHLET 
Socialism Made Easy 

By James Connolly 
A new edition of Connolly ' s Marxist classic . 
Available price 25p plus 15p postage and pack­
ing, from World Books, 1 Mentmore Terrace, Lon­
don E8 3PN . 
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Fight back 

New struggles 
against reg1me 

Lothian~ 
Nolo cuts! 

CONTINUED FROM 

PAGE ONE 

they may put forward. 
To "save" the £47 

million of Rate Support 
Grant in this financial 
year, the government will 
have to cut £1 vl miDion 
per week from the coun­
cil. Without this money 
the council will immed­
iately face a financial 
crisis, with not enough 
cash to pay wages and 
debts. 

l'llllglllU'd, but tbeymust not 
be left alooe. 

It is a figllt wbidl must 
invohe ewry member of the 
bboar and trade unioo 
movement. Oa Thlli'Sday, 
TUC Qainmm, Alan Fish­
er, will be in Edinburgh for 
talks with the Tory minis­
ters. 

Only a few weeks 
after the special 
Communist Party 
conference that was 
to chart a way out of 
Poland's crisis, sim­
mering tensions once 
again bubbling to 
the surface. 

In Lodz and Warsaw, 
masses of workers and 
housewives have taken to 
the streets in protest against 
the food policy announced 
by the new "democratically­
elected" leadership. They 
reflect the workers' anger 
throughout the country. 

The government wants to 
increase food prices ~Y !!P 
to 4000Jo, while cutting the 
adult meat ration from 3.5 
kilos per month to 3 kilos 
(6.6 lbs). Most other food 
staples are also in desperat­
ely short supply in state 
shops. 

Workers need to queue 
for four hours to buy a 
simple commodity like sug-
ar-the 'alternative' is to 
buy it on the black market, 
at more than ten times the 
official price. 

George Collins reports 
on the latest developments 

These intolerable condit­
ions are forcing the mass of 
Poland's working class into 
new struggles against the same period last year. 
regime. The country's re- At the special CP confer-
vamped Stalinist leadership ence, Prime Minister Jam-
only exposes its own bank- zelski said an immediate 
ruptcy by its impotent rage 1100fo increase in consumer 
against workers' protests. - prices was needed to set the 

Echoing the Russian economy on its feel. This 
bureaucracy, which claims would far more than swall-
''the counter-revolution has ow the 2511Jo wage increase 
become active again after a won by workers earlier this 
lull," the new Polish Polit- year. 
bureau says the food short- Already, with less to buy 
ages are being exploited to in the shops, money is laWig 
stir up tensions. much value and specu]atioo 

The years of misrule by in jewellery and other valu-
the bureaucracy itself have abies is rife. 
brought the Polish economy 
to its present critical state. 
Following the 1970 strik~ 
the leadership resorted tc 
massive borrowing from the 
West in an effort to boost 
production and appease 
workers' demands. 

In their hands, however, 
the potential of the planned 
economy has been drained 
by corruption, mismanage-
ment and waste resulting in 
a soaring mountain of debt 
to Western moneylenders, 
which the bureaucracy is 
incapable of repaying, plus 
growing economic cbaos. 

Food production is cripp­
led by a Shortage of 500,000 

··tractors-which cannot be 
supplied because certain 
components are imported 
from the West, and there is 
no money left to buy them. 
National income for the first 
half of ·t981 has fallen by 
150Jo compared with the 

Rank and 
f'de pressure 
in Solidarity 

Solidarity leaders. unfor­
tunately remain set on 
nlfnpromise ~~rith the bur­
t:alll:rat:y. They are prepared 
tu accept price increases in 
return for more 'workers' 
control' in the factories and 
arc fighting to hold back the 
rank and file from action. 

A recent meeting at Ursus 
tractor plam near Warsaw 
illustrates the comradictions 
betv•een Solidarity's leader­
'hip and the pres.sure of its 

rank and file. ''The revol­
ution in Poland is absolutely 
different from any other 
because we don't aim to 
011erthrow the government," 
Z Bujak, leader of the 
union's Warsaw region, told 
the meeting. 

But the' workers respon­
ded "When a strike is called 
we shoold not let the 
g011ernment negotiate at the 
last minute." ''The govern­
ment and Solidarity use 
beautiful words but nothing 
changes. When is there 
going to be action?" 

In fact, only militant 
struggle has brought the 
Polish workers this far and 
made pa;sible the continued 
existence of Solidarity itself. 
The change and action that 
workers demand can only 
come by carrying the strug­
gle through to its conclusion 
·-political change. 

The workers' movement 
will have to be mobilised to 
Ollerthrow the bureaucratic 
regime and establish the 
democratic workers' rule 
over society as a whole. Only 
then can the enormous ben.: 
efits of the planned economy 
be applied in the interests of 
working people. 

Workers' dem<X..Tacy in 
Poland can only be cement­
ed on the basis of the defeat 
of Stalinism throughout 
Western Europe. Already, 
leaftets supporting the ex­
ample of the Polish workers 

Photo: A market in South 
Poland. Bureaucratic 
mismanagement has brought 
food queues and backward 
agriculture. 

have been distributed at 
East German colleges. 

A revolutionary internat­
ionalist appeal by the Polish 
workers' leaders would pro­
voke a tremendous response 
in all the surrounding 
countries. 

But the effect of victorious 
political revolution in Pol­
and would not be limited to 
Eastern Eurq>e. It would 
destroy the myth that social­
ism means dictatorship, and 
like the revolution of 1917 
become the signal for new 
revolutionary struggles on a 
world scale. The Polish 
workers are in the forefront 
of the working-class move­
ment internationally. 

For a Marxist 
analysis of the 
Soviet union and 
Easte l Europe, 
read .. Bureaucrat­
ism or Workers 
power'' by Silver­
man and Grant. 
Available, price SOp in­
cluding post and packing, 
from World Books, 1 
Mentmore Terrace, Lon­
don EB 3PN. 

H Younger is allowed 
to do this it will be a 
direct cballenge, not just 
to the Labour councillors 
and working people of 
Lothian, but to the 
labom and trade union 
movement throughout 
Britain. 

The Tory gORI'Jllllent is 
determiued to force a IJtb­
oor council to act as its 
agent in a sawge attack on 
social senkes, educatioo 
and transport. 

The labour groups is now 
faced with the stark cboKe 
-total capitulatioo by cutt­
ing their budget by the 
amount didated by Y OUJII· 
er [and no IIDNIIIDt of 
propaganda to place blame 
oo the Tory slloulders will 
disguise the fKt that it 
would be eapitulatioo J or 
standing firm and refusiog 
to cut a single job or senice. 

This is a battle wbidl 
the l..cdlian I.aboo.r Coun­
cillors ba'ft to face in the 

He must spell out to them 
that if they carry out their 
threat, the wiHJie might of 
the TUC will be mobilised to 
defeat them. 

He must be pressed to 
commit fuD natioBal sop­
port for aD out strike r.ioo 
by I.othian Region cooncil 
emplo,ees as soon as the 
first compulsory redUBdan­
cy is implemented, the first 
job is lost, or if wages 
caonot be paid. 

The l.aboor Party too, 
need to make dear that tlti<i 
attack on one l.aboor cono­
cil is an attack on them all 
and will meet it with the 
total opposition of tbe 
labour movement. 

Lotllian regioo is being 
~ as a trial run for a 
similar assault by Heseltine 
next ,ear oa labour author­
ities in Eoglaad and Wales. 

Tbe way to halt the Tories 
in their tracks is a massiw 
mobilisatiCJU to furce Y oun­
ger to bad: dowll. 

Tbis is a figltt that must 
be MID if truly appalling 
damage is aot to be dooe to 
social senices, councii jobs 
and tbe cndibility of the 
I.aboor Party • a ftbide for 
defending Jmng standards 
against tbe Tory onslaught. 

See also article on cots 
in Coventry. page 4 
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